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Hawks bringing in 2 Chainz as CEO for a day 

By: Des Bieler 

We already knew that 2 Chainz was going to play a big role at Philips Arena on Friday, when the Hawks 

host the Heat. But we didn’t know that he was going to occupy the team’s top job that day. 

According to a video released Monday by the team, the Atlanta-based rapper is set to temporarily take 

over for its CEO, Steve Koonin. Take a look: 

That guy should have known something was a little different when he saw the receptionists wearing 

shades. In any event, can’t wait to see what the “major changes” are that Chainz promises in the video, 

but we’ll just have to see what Parts II, III and IV bring. 

The team plans for him to give three performances on Friday. The rapper will do his thing before the 

game, during halftime, and then really do his thing after the contest with Miami. From the Hawks’ Web 

site: 

Off the floor, Chainz will have a major in-arena presence as soon as the doors open at 6:00 p.m., as the 

first 5,000 fans to arrive will be given copies of his latest mixtape, “T.R.U. Jack City,” upon entering the 

building. Fans will also have the opportunity to purchase unique 2 Chainz-inspired Hawks gear from 

Hawks Shop inside the arena. Additionally, the “I’m Different” rapper will be featured in original Hawks 

productions to be aired in Philips Arena during the game. 

“As an Atlantan, I’m excited to collaborate with my beloved Hawks on March 27 as they face off against 

the Miami Heat,” says 2 Chainz. “The Hawks have been ‘TRU to Atlanta’ this season so it’s only right that 

we come out to support.” 

“We could not be more excited to partner with 2 Chainz, an Atlanta-bred superstar who has been one of 

the team’s biggest supporters and always remained ‘True to Atlanta,’” Hawks and Philips Arena CEO 

Steve Koonin said. “Working with Chainz is a perfect fit for our organization as we continue to attract an 

increasingly diverse, millennial fan base that values great entertainment both on and off the court.” 

Fans can also buy Hawks merchandise featuring Mr. Chainz from the Web site. However, these are 

nervous times for anyone looking to rock his branded jersey tee for his performance Friday, as it 

appears that item is out of stock right now. 

 


