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Heat close miserable trip with 99-86 loss to Hawks 

By: Ira Winderman 

f the reality of finishing at No. 7 in the Eastern Conference is facing LeBron James and the Cleveland 

Cavaliers in the first round of the playoffs, the option at No. 8 might be even less of a bargain for the 

Miami Heat. 

The Atlanta Hawks completed their lockdown of the No. 1 seed in the Eastern Conference with a 99-86 

victory Friday night over the Heat at Philips Arena, sweeping the four-game season series with relative 

ease. 

"They outplayed us on both ends," coach Erik Spoelstra said after the Hawks shot 51.4 percent from the 

field and the Heat 39 percent. "We didn't play well enough to win against the best team in the East." 

The Hawks defeated the Heat for the second consecutive time in the injury absence of All-Star point 

guard Jeff Teague, even with guard Dwyane Wade back in the lineup for the Heat. 

"There was no room for error," Wade said. "I just tried to go out there and give my teammates 

something." 

With a schedule loaded with upcoming competition at this level, merely advancing to the playoffs could 

be the ultimate challenge for the injury-ravaged Heat, who face the San Antonio Spurs at home and the 

Cavaliers on the road after Sunday's game against the Detroit Pistons at AmericanAirlines Arena. 

"We have to regroup, rest and come with a collective energy on Sunday," Spoelstra said. 

The Heat remained without centers Hassan Whiteside and Chris Andersen for a second consecutive 

game. Whiteside likely will miss extended time with a 10-stitch gash on his right hand. Andersen was 

hopeful earlier in the day of returning from his bruised left calf, but was ruled out shortly before game 

time. That, of course, is with Chris Bosh and Josh McRoberts already sidelined. 

That power void had the Heat opening with their 29th starting lineup, one shy of the franchise record, 

with Udonis Haslem again starting at center, leaving the Heat undersized and vulnerable in the paint. 

"It's just the hand we've been dealt," said Wade, who also questioned whether the Heat's sets have 

become too predictable. 

Forward DeMarre Carroll led the Hawks with 24 points, two shy of his career high of 26. 

"I don't think he got one basket through what was a designed play," Spoelstra said. "For him, it was 

effort play." 

 


