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Magic fall to Hawks, 95-88 

 By: Brian Schmitz 

ATLANTA — It's no secret the Magic admire the five-time champion San Antonio Spurs. If they don't land 

a Tim Duncan in the near future, they might want to model themselves after another team: the Atlanta 

Hawks. 

The Hawks look like San Antonio East — just without the superstars. 

Coached by former Spurs assistant Mike Budenholzer, the Hawks put their workmanlike credo on display 

in beating the Magic 95-88 at Philips Arena on Friday night. 

"There are no egos on that team. We're aspiring to be like that," Magic shooting guard Willie Green said. 

"We've got a ways to go." 

Atlanta is leading the Eastern Conference at 46-12 while the Magic are 19-41. 

Budenholzer beat his former fellow Spurs assistant, Magic interim coach James Borrego, in their first 

matchup since the firing of Jacque Vaughn. 

The Hawks took a 2-1 lead in the season series. They decked the Magic early, racing to a 21-5 lead, but it 

was a flash knockdown. 

Orlando surged ahead to lead 45-42 at half, but Atlanta made the plays that counted in the final period. 

Nikola Vucevic's jump shot cut the Hawks' lead to 89-86 with a minute and a half left. Jeff Teague then 

made a 12-foot floater with 44 seconds left to push the Hawks' margin to five. 

Typical of their feel-good season, the Hawks had four starters in double figures, led by Paul Millsap's 20. 

They drained 14 3-pointers — four by Millsap — and had 27 assists. 

Vucevic had 21 points and 15 rebounds while Victor Oladipo added 19. 

The Magic were missing wing man Evan Fournier — a late scratch with a sore hip — and Aaron Gordon 

(sprained right ankle). 

If you needed a refresher's course on how Atlanta has stunned the NBA and morphed into a contender, 

the first quarter offered evidence. 

The Hawks roared out to 19-3 lead, hitting their first eight shots, including 5-for-5 from 3-point range. 

You've heard of synchronized swimming? The Hawks play synchronized basketball. 

"They're like an American team that's full of Europeans the way they play," Magic power forward 

Channing Frye said. "They shoot, pass and make the right play." 



They started with a dunk (Al Horford), a medium-range jumper (DeMarre Carroll), a 3-pointer (Kyle 

Korver) and another 3 (Millsap). Four different Hawks scored and it was 13-3. 

They are so unselfish that you never know whom to guard. The Magic should have picked Millsap, who 

added two more 3-pointers and a dunk. 

The blitz forced Borrego call two timeouts. It was about the only way he could stop the Hawks from 

scoring. 

"We were trying to dig ourselves out of holes the whole game," Green said. "I like the fight that we had, 

but we just have to give ourselves a better chance. It took a lot out of us trying to get back in the game." 

The Magic started to settle down after taking the Hawks' first-round haymaker, guarding the pick-and-

roll better. Trailing 28-16, the Magic outscored the Hawks 29-14 to improbably lead 45-42 at halftime. 

Owning the second quarter, the Magic held Atlanta to 26 percent shooting — the Hawks missed 14 of 19 

shots — and forced 11 turnovers. 

Orlando faded early in the third, falling behind quickly by six. The Magic were unable to control Teague. 

He made all four of his shots and scored nine of his 17 points. 

The Hawks hit 14-of-21 shots in the third quarter. In the end, they countered every Magic run — and 

picked up some admirers along the way. 

"That's how basketball is supposed to be played," Frye said. "Is that the way we want to play? Yes. 

Definitely, yes." 

 


