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Refs toss Budenholzer from Hawks’ clunker 

By: AJC Staff 

Mike Budenholzer hit the showers early Sunday afternoon, yet after being ejected for the first time as 

the Hawks’ head coach, he didn’t come completely clean about the two technical fouls that prompted 

his exit from a 114-95 loss to the Spurs. 

Upon drawing the techs — his third and fourth of the season — just 1:09 apart early in the second half, 

Budenholzer got the thumb from referee Joey Crawford, who’s been know to run a coach or player. 

The yellow card came with 10:16 left in the third quarter, 10 seconds after no foul was called as Jeff 

Teague missed a dunk with two Spurs in close proximity. It was three seconds after Tim Duncan scored 

to give the Spurs a 63-43 lead. 

 “The first one, obviously, if you go out on the court … that was warranted,” Budenholzer said of the first 

technical — without offering what he’d said to officials in the time between Teague’s miss and Duncan’s 

make and then beyond. 

The red card came after no foul was called against San Antonio when Hawks center Al Horford drew 

contact from two Spurs on a missed shot from close range. With 9:07 left in the period, Budenholzer 

was gone. 

Crawford was cross court, but close enough to heave Atlanta’s coach and leave Hawks assistant Kenny 

Atkinson in charge. 

 “The second one I’m sure I probably threw my hands up, and I didn’t say anything,” Budenholzer said. 

“I’m sure it was the reaction to the non-call. I don’t have any beef with it. It’s part of the game. They’re 

doing their job.” 

Teague and Horford were also diplomatic in talking about their non-calls, offering just a little more 

detail. It was not clear if a Spur touched Teague on his shot attempt, but he appeared to be bumped 

while landing. 

“[The ball] didn’t slip out of my hands; I guess they made a good play,” Teague recalled. “Yeah, I thought 

I did [get undercut], but I guess they made a good play.” 

Horford drew contact from San Antonio’s Tiago Splitter and Danny Green. 

“There is always contact in the game,” said the Atlanta center. “I was hit, but they didn’t feel that, I 

guess, I was hit hard enough for it to be a foul. I was surprised [by the technical], but I guess sometimes 

it’s rough … you’ve got to control the game. [Crawford] felt it was the right thing.” 



Although the Hawks went on a 20-8 run after Budenholzer’s ejection, Pero Antic’s three-point play with 

2:08 left in the period merely whittled what had been a 26-point deficit to 77-63 with 2:08 left in the 

third. Atlanta never again drew closer than those 14 points, and trailed by 25 in the final period. 

Atlanta had no more or less control with its head coach on the sideline than without him. 

“Coaches, that’s part of our role: to fight for our guys and fight for our team,” Budenholzer said. “The 

referees, like I’ve always said, they have a tough job. They’re bang-bang plays, and things are moving 

fast with big guys. Obviously, I wasn’t happy, but no coach is ever happy. That’s our disposition.” 

 


