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Hawks 106, Cavaliers 97: Cavs fall behind early and lose to Hawks for third time this season 

By Jason Lloyd 

ATLANTA: The Cavaliers have done a remarkable job to overhaul their roster and find their stride during 

the season, but the Atlanta Hawks remain kings of the East. For now. 

The Hawks buried the Cavs in an early 17-point hole and held on for a 106-97 victory Friday at Philips 

Arena in the final meeting between two teams widely considered the best in the East. 

The Hawks became the only team in the league to beat the Cavs three times this season. The Indiana 

Pacers are the only other team to beat them more than once. 

LeBron James had 18 points, eight assists, six rebounds and nine turnovers, Kyrie Irving had 20 points 

and four assists and Kevin Love had 14 points and eight rebounds for the Cavs, who lost for just the 

second time in nearly two months when all three stars were on the floor. 

The Cavs were beaten in transition, beaten to loose balls and outmuscled on the glass by the no-name 

Hawks, who continue to pile up wins and storm their way to the top spot in the East. They have already 

clinched a playoff berth with a quarter of the season still to go, although these two teams could easily 

meet again in the conference finals if the pairings fall the right way. 

The Cavs took their first lead of the game in the third quarter and trailed 81-79 entering the fourth. But 

James played the entire quarter and was forced to start the fourth on the bench. 

Kyle Korver made two big 3-pointers in the fourth after missing his first six shots. His 3-pointer with 8:46 

left extended the Hawks’ lead to 91-81 and sent James back into the game following a Cavs timeout. But 

not even James could stave off the Hawks. 

The Cavs shot just 13-of-38 on 3-pointers, while the Hawks shot 51 percent from the floor. Consecutive 

opponents have shot better than 50 percent against the Cavs now for the first time since Jan. 13-15. 

The Cavs fell in a 36-19 hole after the first quarter. Timofey Mozgov struggled handling Al Horford, who 

had nine points, four rebounds and four assists in the quarter, and the Hawks piled up more points in an 

opening quarter than any Cavs opponent this season. 

The Cavs went four minutes without a basket in the first quarter, allowing the Hawks to open a 24-11 

lead just seven minutes into the game. 

Iman Shumpert scored 10 points off the bench for the Cavs, and Tristan Thompson, James Jones and 

Mozgov each scored six points. 



Horford finished with 19 points, nine rebounds and six assists, Jeff Teague scored 16 points, Paul Millsap 

had 16 points and eight rebounds for the Hawks. Dennis Schroder scored 15 points and Mike Scott had 

14, both off the bench. 

 


