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Four reasons the Atlanta Hawks went 17-0 in January 

By: Neil Greenberg 

The Hawks completed the first 17-0 month in NBA history and became the first team to reach 40 wins 

this season. According to STATS, the Hawks (40-8) are the first team in NBA history to win 17 games 

without a loss over a single month. Four teams have put together a 16-0 mark, most recently the 

eventual NBA champion San Antonio Spurs last March. 

Here’s how the Hawks did it: 

They made a lot of shots 

It’s not surprising that a winning team is also hitting baskets, and the Hawks were tied for best effective 

shooting percentage (54.8 percent) andled the league in true shooting percentage (58.3 percent) in 

January. 
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But where they separated themselves was in making shots from long range (20 feet or more). 



They had good ball movement 

Atlanta led league in field goals made that were assisted (69.7 percent) with Jeff Teague assisting on 

41.8 percent of field goals made by his teammates. More than half of his passes went to either Paul 

Millsap or Al Horford, who shot 56.3 and 54.9 percent, respectively, on those shots. Here is an example 

from the game against Philadelphia, where Teague is driving to the basket (blue arrow) and drawing the 

double team before kicking it to Horford for a wide-open jumper. 

 

(Source: NBA) 

Millsap and Horford also averaged 8.3 points in the paint per game on Teague’s passes. 

DeMarre Carroll didn’t get many passes from Teague (12.3 percent) because of injury, but when he got 

one beyond the three-point line he made that shot 52.2 percent of the time. 

Played solid defense 

If defense wins championships, then the Hawks are playing championship-caliber basketball. They kept 

opponents to 97.4 points per 100 possessions. Only Golden State was in their class during January. 

They did a great job of defending up close, holding the opposition to just 31.4 percent shooting on shot 

attempts from five to nine feet of the basket. The Hawks also kept themselves out of foul 

trouble, limiting opponents to the fourth lowest rate of free throws for the month. 

Kyle Korver played at an all-star level 



He converted a lethal 56.3 percent of his three-point shots, and did it with a defender in his 

face: shooting 55.6 percent when a defender was within two feet away and 48.7 percent with a 

defender between two and four feet away. He shot 56.3 percent from the field overall. 
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“They take advantage of teams’ mistakes,” Portland point guard Damian Lillard said. “They are 

constantly in the passing lane, and they keep their hands active, creating more positions for themselves 

and taking other possessions away from the other team. They execute offensively and they play 

together.” 

 


