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ATLANTA HAWKS ADD TO BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION WITH POSTGAME SCREENING OF 

ACADEMY AWARD®-NOMINATED FILM SELMA 

Film to be Projected on Floor in Philips Arena After Hawks Host Raptors on Feb. 20; Five Living Civil Rights 

Legends to Receive Special Recognition During the Game 

 

ATLANTA ----- The Atlanta Hawks are further enhancing a robust Black History Month celebration at Philips Arena, 

announcing plans to broadcast Paramount Pictures’ critically acclaimed motion picture Selma in a unique format at the 

venue following the conclusion of the Hawks’ Feb. 20 contest against the Toronto Raptors. 

 

“We are thrilled that Paramount Pictures is working with us on this pioneering initiative,” said Atlanta Hawks CEO Steve 

Koonin. “We are hopeful that by presenting this incredible film on a night that we’re honoring civil rights icons, we will 

bring honor to the legacy of our leaders while encouraging this current generation to sustain the good work.” 

 

Fans who stay to watch the film will be treated to a special movie-viewing experience, as the Academy Award® Best 

Picture and Best Original Song nominee will be shown on the center-hung scoreboard and displayed onto the playing 

surface via state-of-the-art projection technology.  

 

Earlier this month, the Hawks began a five-game tribute to civil rights pioneers, displaying in-arena video vignettes 

dedicated to history makers in the Atlanta community as part of the club’s “I Am Black History” campaign. Each home 

contest in February will feature acknowledgement of African-American trailblazers, including a historic gathering on Feb. 

20 when five living legends from the Civil Rights Movement will be honored. 

 

Honorees include: 

• Juanita Abernathy – Participant in pivotal Selma march, widow of Ralph D. Abernathy 

• Rep. John Lewis – Congressman, Georgia’s Fifth Congressional District, speaker at 1963’s March on Washington 

for Jobs and Freedom 

• Rev. Joseph Lowery – Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient, co-founder of Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference 

• Rev. C.T. Vivian – Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient, founder of Basic Diversity 

• Andrew J. Young – U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, former Mayor of the City of Atlanta 

 

Tipoff is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 20. 

 

For more information about the Atlanta Hawks, visit Hawks.com.  

 

“SELMA” is the story of a movement. The film chronicles the tumultuous three-month period in 1965, when Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. led a dangerous campaign to secure equal voting rights in the face of violent opposition. The epic march 

from Selma to Montgomery culminated in President Johnson (Tom Wilkinson) signing the Voting Rights Act of 1965, one 

of the most significant victories for the civil rights movement. Director Ava DuVernay’s “SELMA” tells the story of how 

the revered leader and visionary Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (David Oyelowo) and his brothers and sisters in the 

movement prompted change that forever altered history. The film also stars Tom Wilkinson, Cuba Gooding Jr., 

Alessandro Nivola, Giovanni Ribisi, Common, Carmen Ejogo, Lorraine Toussaint, with Tim Roth and Oprah Winfrey as 

“Annie Lee Cooper.” 



 

Paramount Pictures, Pathé, and Harpo Films present “SELMA.” Produced by Christian Colson, Dede Gardner, Jeremy 

Kleiner, Oprah Winfrey, the film is executive produced by Brad Pitt, Cameron McCracken, Diarmuid McKeown, Nik 

Bower, Ava DuVernay, Paul Garnes and Nan Morales. The film is written by Paul Webb. “SELMA” is directed by Ava 

DuVernay. 
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About the Atlanta Hawks 

The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1968, strive to be champions on the court and 

in the community and to create lifelong memories along the way. On the court, the Hawks have reached the playoffs in 

seven consecutive seasons, which is the longest streak in the Eastern Conference. Off the court, the Hawks have 

awarded millions in charitable and in-kind contributions since 2004, including grants to area non-profits, scholarships for 

high school students and renovation of basketball courts in underserved neighborhoods. Philips Arena is consistently 

ranked among the top 10 concert and event venues in the world. In April 2009, Philips Arena became the first NBA arena 

to achieve LEED certification for an existing building as specified by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC). 

Atlanta Hawks Membership which includes your seat for every home game for the 2014-15 regular season games are on 

sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on 

to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

 


