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Sixers fall just short vs. soaring Hawks 

 By: Keith Pompey 

ATLANTA - The 76ers came oh-so-close to pulling off the biggest shocker of the NBA season on Saturday 

night. 

In the Atlanta Hawks, the Sixers faced the NBA's best team, one that hasn't lost since the day after 

Christmas. On paper, the Sixers never had a realistic chance, right? 

They didn't get the memo, battling back from a 21-point deficit before ultimately losing, 91-85, at Philips 

Arena. This was about as good an outcome, short of victory, that the Sixers could have imagined. 

"We had all the confidence in the world that we were going to win this game," said point guard Michael 

Carter-Williams, whose squad made six of its season-best 14 three-pointers in the third quarter. "We are 

going to need to have that attitude when we play against every single team. 

"We showed a lot of heart tonight. We didn't get the win. But I think we showed a lot of people that we 

can play with the best teams in this league." 

The Sixers (10-38) took their only lead, 83-81, on rookie center Nerlens Noel's dunk with 2 minutes, 52 

seconds remaining. But center Al Horford responded with a jumper 26 seconds later to knot the score. 

After Sixers forward Luc Mbah a Moute missed a three-pointer on the ensuing possession, a defensive 

miscue by Noel led to a three-pointer by Dennis Schroder. 

Sixers reserve forward Jerami Grant was guarding the Hawks reserve guard. But Noel was supposed to 

pick up Schroder on a switch. When he didn't, the second-year veteran buried a 25-footer to give the 

Hawks an 86-83 advantage and the lead for good with 1:35 left. 

The loss snapped the Sixers' third two-game winning streak. Meanwhile, the Hawks (40-8) recorded 

their 19th consecutive victory. They also became the first team in league history to go 17-0 in a single 

month. 

Horford posted a double-double, finishing with game highs of 23 points, 11 rebounds, and 3 blocked 

shots. Schroder and power forward Paul Millsap had 15 points each. 

Mbah a Moute, Carter-Williams, and Grant led the Sixers with 13 points apiece. Noel added 11 points, 

10 rebounds, and 2 blocks. 

This was a solid learning experience for the Sixers. 

Coach Brett Brown and Hawks coach Mike Budenholzer were longtime San Antonio assistants before 

taking their respective jobs in the summer of 2013. 



Budenholzer and Brown have taken the Spurs' principles to their new franchises. The only difference is 

that the Sixers are building for the future. The Hawks are a veteran squad with a lot of depth. 

But other than the visible difference in talent level, the teams' approach to the game is similar. Both 

squads have a defense-first mentality. Both give up a lot of threes, and both pack the paint. 

Brown wants the Sixers to pay attention to the way the Hawks have rebuilt their team in two seasons. 

"Everybody feels that you need [Kevin] Durant, you need Kobe [Bryant], and that just hasn't happened 

yet [in Atlanta]," Brown said. "And it's done on all the principles that we speak of all the time, those 

basic things: the defense, the passing . . . and playing together." 

For Brown, that's a decent message for building a program. 

The Sixers had a little scare when Carter-Williams went down after scoring on a running layup with 10:08 

left in the third quarter. He grabbed his left ankle. After being helped up by teammates, Carter-Williams 

went to the locker room to have his ankle retaped. He returned with 4:54 to play in the quarter. 

"I twisted my ankle pretty bad," Carter-Williams said. "But as I got it moving again, it started loosening 

up. So I got it retaped. I'll be all right." 

 


