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Hawks' chemistry class yields four All-Stars 

By: Mark Herrmann 

The Atlanta Hawks consciously and defiantly went into this season challenging the ironclad NBA maxim 

that says you must have at least one big star to win games and attract fans. They basically said the heck 

with that. We will sacrifice, play a team game and see what happens. 

What has happened so far is an amazing run, an undefeated January (17-0) and a string of packed 

houses.  

True, they still don't have one big star. They have four. 

Jeff Teague, Paul Millsap, Al Horford and Kyle Korver [the latter an All-Star replacement for injured Heat 

guard Dwyane Wade] combined to tie a league record for the most players from one team to make an 

NBA All-Star Game. That makes sense. If they were going to make history, they were going to do it 

through some collaborative effort. 

"I think chemistry is something that's really overlooked, especially in today's age, when everything is 

broken down and analytics is so big,'' said Korver, a three-point marksman (52.3 percent). "It's hard to 

analyze chemistry. It's hard to break that down. If we had a knucklehead on our team, he would stand 

out. If we had a selfish guy on our team, he would stand out. No one wants to stand out in that way." 

All four say their Eastern Conference-leading 43-11 record is a result of everyone "buying in" to the fast-

paced, unselfish system introduced by coach Mike Budenholzer, who brought concepts he learned as a 

longtime assistant to Spurs coach Gregg Popovich. 

Teague said: "Nobody has a problem, nobody has an ego. We check it at the door." 

Horford, a three-time All-Star, put it this way: "I feel people definitely take sacrifices for the team 

because it is a team sport. Usually, the people that sacrifice the most are the most successful." 

So it is a matter of the more you give up (personal statistics), the more you get (All-Star berths). 

"It's very ironic," Horford said, laughing. "We didn't know what to expect. When three of us got picked, 

we were so excited. Then we heard Kyle was coming. He's just not used to being in this kind of spotlight, 

but he deserves it." 

Korver acknowledged, "I was never a basketball prodigy." But he has benefited from the Hawks' success 

and their manner. Their game is more than the classic "whole is greater than the sum of its parts" 

theory. In their case, the whole has actually made each of the parts better. 

"We play a style of basketball where, every single time down the court, we all matter," the veteran 

guard said. "We might not shoot the ball, we might not be the guy who scores, but we're going to at 



least set a screen, we're going to make a pass. We feel like we're involved in what's happening. Just 

doing that, it keeps your energy levels up." 

Ticket-buyers have been energized as much as anyone. Atlanta occasionally has been a balky market, 

but this season's team has been a box office smash. 

"We've been having sellout games. The city has really been behind us. They're embracing us," said 

Teague, who leads the team with 17 points per game but added that Millsap could average 22 if he 

wanted. 

Millsap did caution that it is early, that "we have a lot of work to do." But so far, so good. They earned a 

trip to New York for themselves and for Budenholzer, who will coach the East because his team has the 

conference's best record. 

"It's cool, man," Teague said. "I know I'm going to get to play." 

 

 


