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At the break: Good, bad, quirky moments of Hawks' season 

By: Jay Clemons 

ATLANTA -- From a games-played standpoint, the NBA All-Star break hardly serves as the league's 

official midpoint of a particular season. And yet, mid-February -- or Valentine's Day Weekend -- feels like 

the perfect halftime mark for this campaign. 

As for the Atlanta Hawks, the new darlings of the NBA, they might have been happier with a break 

period that occurred two days earlier, preceding the come-from-ahead loss to the Celtics on 

Wednesday. 

Overall, though, the club's 43-11 -- best in the NBA -- certainly warrants far more praise than criticism. 

FOX Sports South takes a whimsical look back at the best, worst (relatively speaking) and quirkiest 

moments of the Hawks' 54-game start: 

THE (VERY) GOOD 

**Let's start with the obvious: For January, the Hawks became the first team in NBA history to post a 

perfect month of at least 17 wins -- going 17-0 against the likes of the Blazers, Clippers, Pistons, 

Celtics, Raptors, Bulls on the road ... and Grizzlies, Wizards, Pistons, Thunder, Nets and Blazers at home. 

**As part of that stellar run, the Hawks produced 19 straight victories from Dec. 27 to Jan. 31 -- tied for 

the fourth-longest winning streak in NBA history (trailing only the 1972 Lakers, 2013 Heat, 

2008Rockets and 1971 Bucks). 

**The Hawks became the first club since the 2005 Detroit Pistons to boast four All-Stars in the same 

season (Al Horford, Jeff Teague, Paul Millsap, Kyle Korver). 

**So much for the Hawks padding the league's best record with Eastern Conference cupcakes. Atlanta 

currently owns a 15-4 mark against Western Conference foes. 

**For the Hawks' perfect January (17-0), Al Horford enjoyed five double-doubles; and for his 16 games 

played during that span, the Florida product notched double-digit points every time. 

**Speaking of January (again) ... only one of the Hawks' 17 victories had a spread of five points or less. 

**The free-flowing Hawks (103.4 points per game) haven't gone three games all season without cracking 

the 100-point mark; and that so-called drought of consecutive outings occurred just twice. 

**Within that realm, Atlanta holds the NBA's second-highest point differential for the season (6.6 

points), trailing only Golden State (11 points per outing). 



**The Hawks boast the NBA's third-highest shooting percentage (47.1 percent) -- a cool factoid, 

especially since Atlanta currently ranks 8th in three-pointers attempted (25.4 per game). 

**At the break, Mike Budenholzer stands as the runaway pick for NBA Coach of the Year. 

**Atlanta has a league-best road record of 18-8 (in a virtual tie with Chicago), despite opening the 

season with a 1-4 mark away from Philips Arena. 

**The Hawks' starting quintet -- Horford, Teague, Millsap, Korver, Carroll -- earned "NBA Player Of The 

Month" honors for January -- the first time in league history that five players from the same team 

captured the award. 

THE BAD 

**Everything from this section should be taken with a grain of salt ... unless you had the Hawks 49-5 or 

higher at the All-Star break wayyyyyyyyyyy back in mid- October. (No one on this planet.) 

**It's a trivial occurrence, for sure, but Atlanta actually began this dream season at 1-3, falling to 

Toronto, San Antonio and Charlotte (more on this one later) before recovering to win 42 of its next 50 

games. 

**On Nov. 18, the Hawks fell to the 1-9 Lakers at Philips Arena -- their first home defeat of the season. 

(Quick: Name the other two clubs to knock off Atlanta at home.) 

Of equal relevance, the Hawks allowed 30-plus points in each of the first two quarters in that loss ... to a 

Los Angeles team that currently ranks 20th in per-game scoring. 

**Last Wednesday against the Celtics, the Hawks incurred their first loss when leading by double-digit 

points. 

But let's be serious here: Does it really matter? This defeat won't make or break Atlanta's chances of 

winning the Southeast Division and securing the top seed for the East playoffs. 

QUIRKS 'R' US 

**Of the Hawks' 54 games to date, only seven have been decided by three points or less. 

**Weird, wild stuff: The Raptors, currently the No. 2 team in the East (36-17), have been involved in 

only four games decided by three points or less -- and yet, none of the outings stemmed from Toronto's 

six overtime games. 

**Kyle Korver has recorded four outings of three-plus blocks in the last three years. For the 2012-13 

season, he tallied three blocks twice in a five-game span; and for this season, Korver collected three 

blocks ... twice in a five-game span. 



**For a proverbial Glue Guy and noted defensive stopper, DeMarre Carroll (per-outing averages: 12.0 

points/5.1 rebounds) has enjoyed offensive success this season, posting four five-game streaks of 

double-digit points. 

But not one streak of six games for the year. 

FOR HISTORY SAKE 

**The Hawks have twice established a franchise high for seasonal victories -- 57 in 1986-87 and 1993-94. 

And to break that mark, the 2014-15 club must  go 15-13 down the stretch. Simple enough, huh? 

**It's en vogue (once again) to bash the relative depth of the Eastern Conference. But since the NBA-

ABA merger (1976-77 season), the East has never produced four playoff teams with below-.500 records 

at year's end. 

And barring a monumental collapse involving the surprising Milwaukee Bucks (30-23, 6th in the East), 

the conference will have no more than two clubs with losing records. 

At the time of this writing, the Hornets (22-30) and Heat (22-30) would qualify as the Nos. 7 and 8 

playoff seeds, barely getting past the Nets (21-31), Celtics (20-31), Pistons (21-33) and Pacers (21-33). 

DRAFT REPORT 

If the season ended today, the Nets would miss the Eastern Conference playoffs and would be part of 

the NBA lottery drawing in mid-May. 

Correction: The Nets' lottery pick would belong to the Hawks ... if Atlanta exercised its option to swap 

first-rounders with Brooklyn -- as part of the blockbuster trade involving Joe Johnson from a few years 

ago. 

(You know, the trade when the Hawks found a taker for Johnson's cap-busting salary.) 

Now, even if the Nets are one the 14 lottery clubs at season's end ... the mathematical odds of Brooklyn 

getting a better pick than No. 12 would be long and prohibitive. 

But it would still be a great deal for the Hawks, who could be the rare NBA club -- citing the modern era 

only -- to reach the conference finals (or better) and still own a top-five pick in that summer's draft. 

Just like the 1982 Lakers (who drafted James Worthy at No. 1 overall) or the 2003 Pistons (who 

bypassed Dwyane Wade, Carmelo Anthony, Chris Bosh to snag Darko Milicic at No. 2 overall). 

For what it's worth, NBADraft.net has the Hawks/Nets taking Kentucky freshman Trey Lyles (6-foot-10, 

250 pounds) at No. 12 in the June draft. 

Other heralded options would include: Louisville power forward Montrezl Harrell, Arkansas big man 

Bobby Portis, Notre Dame guard Jerian Grant, Kansas freshman supreme Cliff Alexander and Utah's 

Delon Wright -- who might remind some of a young and precocious Dwyane Wade from a decade ago. 



WHAT LIES AHEAD 

**How's this for weird? The Hawks don't have any home stands longer than two games from this point 

forward. 

**Atlanta has one more West Coast swing on the docket, and it's a big one -- with trips to Denver, 

Phoenix, Los Angeles (Lakers), Sacramento, Golden State and Oklahoma City in a nine-day span (March 

11-20). 

**Conservative estimates have the Hawks (.796 winning percentage) going 18-10 for the stretch run and 

finishing with 61 wins. 

Within that context, I have Atlanta clinching the No. 1 seed in the Eastern Conference playoffs by March 

31 (against the Pistons) and notching its 60th victory on April 10 (against the Hornets). 

GAMES OF THE YEAR 

1. Hawks 124, Warriors 116 (Feb. 6) -- By one metric, it was the greatest matchup, record-wise, of East 

vs. West clubs during the regular season. From a workplace-bragging-rights standpoint, it was the 

highest-rated Hawks game in FOX Sports South/SportSouth history. 

And yet, the free-flowing clash of Atlanta vs. Golden State still exceeded the tremendous pre-game 

hype. 

The Hawks and Warriors combined for 32 three-pointers and 240 combined points, with both clubs 

notching 30-plus points for the third and fourth quarters, respectively. 

Both teams had different means of output, though. All-Stars Klay Thompson (29 points) and Stephen 

Curry (26 points) netted 55 for the Warriors ... whereas the Hawks relied on seven players -- including 

the entire starting five -- to score in double figures. 

2. Hawks 127, Cavaliers 98 (Dec. 17) -- When the schedule came out last summer, a number of NBA 

pundits viewed Atlanta's five-game December stretch of Chicago (home), Cleveland (road), Houston 

(road), Dallas (road) and the Los Angeles Clippers (road) as a back-breaker. 

Instead, the Hawks churned out five straight wins against this elite-level cluster -- with an average 

victory margin of 8.2 points. 

The tent-pole triumph came against Cleveland, with the Hawks outscoring LeBron James and theCavs by 

13, 15 and nine points for the final three quarters -- while rolling for 30-plus points each time. 

3. Hawks 103, Thunder 93 (Jan. 23) -- A win is a win is a win, of course. But this one had to be extra 

satisfying for the Hawks, silencing the Thunder with Kevin Durant and Russell Westbrook playing at full 

strength. 

The gratification was enhanced during the game, with Atlanta surrendering 30 first-quarter points 

before rallying to outscore Oklahoma City for the final three quarters. 



4. Hornets 122, Hawks 119 OT (Nov. 7) -- Easily the most memorable of Atlanta's 11 losses, pre-break. 

The Hawks and Hornets were on their way to a second overtime ... before Charlotte guard Lance 

Stephenson -- a big free-agent signing in the off-season -- banked in a three-pointer with no time left. 

Through Stephenson's recollection, it was the first buzzer-beater of his playing career, including high 

school (New York City schoolboy legend), college (Cincinnati) and the pros (drafted by the Indiana 

Pacers). 

4a. Hawks 105, Hornets 75 (Nov. 29) -- The Hawks got their revenge on the Hornets 22 days later, 

smacking their neighbors to the north by 30 -- in a game that wasn't as close as the score indicated. 

The enduring image: Hornets head coach Steve Clifford's look of incredulous resignation ... midway 

through the second quarter. 

5. Hawks 91, 76ers 85 (Jan. 31) -- This was neither the prettiest of games nor the most attractive of 

opponents. But it helped the Hawks become the first team in NBA history to go 17-0 for a calendar 

month. 

It also served as the capper to Atlanta's 19-game winning streak. 

Perhaps feeling the pressure of The Perfect Month, the Hawks squandered a 21-point lead (during the 

first half) ... but were rescued late by All-Star Al Horford, who produced game-highs in points (23) and 

rebounds (11). 

 


