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Former Atlanta mayor on if Danny Ferry should lose his job: 'Hell no' 

By: James Herbert 

Atlanta Hawks general manager Danny Ferry has been on an absence since his unsettling conference-call 

comments about Luol Deng were made public in September, and former Atlanta Mayor Andrew Young 

would like to see him back with the team. From WSB-TV's Zach Klein: 

Young told Channel 2 sports director Zach Klein in exclusive interview that he thinks Ferry got caught in 

an unfair argument between owners. 

“Do you think Danny should use lose his job?” Klein asked. 

“Hell no,” Young responded. 

Young said Toronto Raptors General Manager Wayne Embry, who hired Ferry in Cleveland, called him to 

say Ferry is getting a bad rap and asked him to help. 

Young also thinks Ferry doesn't need to feel remorseful. 

“I mean this is nothing to apologize for. It's like, should a surgeon feel remorseful for putting a patient in 

an MRI to find out what's going on inside?” Young asked. 

 “Danny Ferry is too talented a guy and his life is basketball. He's going to be general manager 

somewhere. I hope it's Atlanta.” 

Ferry has basically disappeared from public view since September, and in that time the Hawks have 

turned into the second-best team in the league. He built something great, a fact that Atlanta head coach 

Mike Budenholzer and many of the players are quick to point out when asked about him. 

"Danny brought every single person on this team here," Atlanta guard Kyle Korver said at All-Star 

weekend. "Every single person. So we all owe a lot to Danny. It's not up to us if he comes back, but for 

sure, we all have a ton of respect for him and the team he put together. And not just the team, but he 

put in Bud, he put in almost everyone in the whole organization. It's kind of been like a clean sweep — 

he came in and he just redid everything. He's played a huge role in this." 

Magic Johnson tweeted months ago that Ferry "deserves a second chance whether it is with the Hawks 

or another team." The way that Atlanta is performing certainly doesn't hurt in that regard. The 

possibility of coming back is complicated, though, by the fact that the Hawks are for sale. It looks like the 

most likely scenario is that whoever buys the team will make the decision about Ferry's future with the 

franchise. 

 


