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Trade likely means Hawks are planning for something 

By Jeff Schultz 

This isn’t to suggest the Hawks have a done deal with Ray Allen, another wing player or a big man in 

hopes of strengthening themselves for the postseason. But teams don’t do what they did Tuesday 

without a reason. 

If you missed it, the Hawks dealt power forward/center Adreian Payne, their first-round pick last year, to 

Minnesota for a lottery-protected first-round pick. Coach and interim general manager Mike 

Budenholzer called the deal a “win-win” for both teams. The truth is, there’s no way of knowing that 

until we see what kind of player Payne turns into. 

But there’s no question the Hawks are planning for something. Budenholzer says he likes his team and 

he doesn’t feel compelled to make a move before the Feb. 19 trade deadline. But there is zero reason 

for them to make this trade now, other than to open a roster spot for a potential imminent player 

acquisition. Here are the two possibilities: 

— Ray Allen, the free agent who has been somewhere between retirement and an extended rest this 

season. He is expected to finalize a decision during the All-Star break  about whether he will remain 

retired or, if he plays, which team he will sign with. The Hawks are among the bidders, along with 

Cleveland, Washington, Miami, Golden State, San Antonio and the Los Angeles Clippers. Allen makes 

sense for the Hawks on several levels, especially with Thabo Sefolosha out with a calf stain. Allen would 

give the team another legitimate outside threat for when teams look to double Kyle Korver in certain 

situations in the postseason. 

— Another wing or a big man potentially acquired before the trade deadline. When I spoke to 

Budenholzer last week, he denied the team needed more size up front, saying, “I can’t find a way to 

play all of our bigs now. I know some perceive we don’t have rim protection or a 7-footer. I’m either 

naive or stubborn or both, but I’ll go to war with these guys.” 

That sounds good. But if Al Horford gets into foul trouble, the Hawks are in trouble. Teams need a guy to 

bring in off the bench when play gets physical. I’ll say it again: Jason Collins was a non-factor most of the 

season a few years ago, but his play against Dwight Howard was a major reason the Hawks upset 

Orlando in the playoffs. 

We’ll find out in the next week if the Hawks make a move. But it’s not just a coincidence that they 

traded Payne now. 

 


