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Atlanta Hawks benefit as the Brooklyn Nets continue to struggle 

By: Tony Jones 

This is a good time to be an Atlanta Hawks fan. 

Why? Well, consider this. The Hawks could conceivably go deep into the playoffs and garner a top-10 

pick in the upcoming NBA draft. 

All Hawks fans, say thank you to Billy King and the Brooklyn Nets. As a part of the Joe Johnson trade 

three years ago, Atlanta has the right to switch first round picks with the Nets. And the Nets of this 

season are teetering toward awful. 

With Saturday night's 108-73 loss to the Utah Jazz, Brooklyn is 18-26 overall and losers of 10 of its last 12 

games. The Nets are on the wrong side of the Eastern Conference playoff chase, are reportedly trying to 

trade Brook Lopez and are a team with little hope for the future. 

"We just need a win, man," Brooklyn center Mason Plumlee said. "Collectively, we need to put more 

into the game effort wise. It's not really a strategic thing anymore. We just need to give more." 

Plumlee is right. Against the Jazz, the Nets looked listless. They played without energy, they didn't 

hustle. Every missed shot, every turnover, every blown defensive assignment was greeted with a blank 

face, a surreal stare from the players on the floor. 

And this was never a game. There were two lead changes and four ties. Utah blew the game open in the 

second quarter and cruised from there. Brooklyn never challenged the Jazz, never threatened to pull 

things together. By the middle of the third quarter, the matchup was simply an extended period of 

garbage time. 

"We just have to keep battling," Nets coach Lionel Hollins said. "That's all we can do. We got to make 

shots at some point, but we also have to execute better and move the ball better after the first quarter." 

Right now, the Brooklyn Nets are a team without many weapons. Kevin Garnett is washed up, he's a 

shell of his former self. Lopez went 2-9 against the Jazz and scored six points. Deron Williams has 

fractured rib cartilage and is out indefinitely. Johnson is the only player who can put up points 

consistently. 

The rest of the Nets are a collection of rookies, journeymen and guys who frankly belong in the D-

league. Lopez is their one remaining true asset, and he's been on the trade block for some time. 

This is the result. Brooklyn will struggle to make the postseason. And if it doesn't qualify for the playoffs, 

the coveted lottery pick will almost certainly go to the Atlanta Hawks, while the Nets will pick around 

30th overall. 



Not a bad time to be a Hawks fan. 

 


