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Five Questions with...Paul Millsap 

The Hawks forward is averaging 16.8 points and a team-high 8.1 rebounds  during Atlanta’s surprising 

23-8 start 

SI.com: Did you see this kind of start coming in training camp? 

Paul Millsap: Not right off the jump. In our heads, we felt that anything could happen. I felt like it was 

going to take some time to readjust, especially with Al [Horford] coming back. I thought it could take a 

while. But it happened fast. We’re still working on some things. There is some stuff that we need to get 

better at. But we’re seeing each other well. We’re both willing passing bigs, so the high-low action is 

working well for us.  

SI.com: You played with a pretty good big in Al Jefferson in Utah. How different is it to play with 

Horford? 

PM: It’s definitely different. With [Jefferson], you’re talking about one of the best low post scoring bigs 

in the league. It took more time to adjust to him. He’s such a good scorer and he demands the ball, 

which made it a little harder. [Horford] is more of a pass first type of guy. He gets the ball and he’s 

looking for a cutter. We’re alike in that sense. It’s made it a lot easier. 

SI.com: A lot happened this offseason. The racially charged comments of owner Bruce Levenson and 

GM Danny Ferrry seemed to create a disconnect between the team and the community. How did the 

players react to all of that? 

PM: It was disturbing. We didn’t know how it was all going to play out. There were a few different 

scenarios. But we met with the coaches and we met as players and we just decided we had to put it 

behind us. We said we would let the league take care of it. We feel like we’re on the right track and we 

think the fans have our backs. 

SI.com: Boil it down for me: What’s something this team is much better at this year? 

PM: The ball movement is so much better than last year. So many guys are willing passers. Al can pass, 

Jeff Teague passes. We have multiple scoring options, we can post up. There is so much variety to our 

offense. That’s a big difference.  

SI.com: It’s hard to believe it took Mike Budenholzer this long to get a head coaching job. What are his 

strengths as a coach? 



PM: It’s his confidence in his players. He gives us confidence every day. With me, he has given me the 

confidence to take three’s. He’s always telling me I can make that shot. That’s been a big part of my 

development, him telling me to shoot it. He’s like that with everyone. The confidence he shows has 

been a big part of what we’re doing. 

 


