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Coach of the Year 

Lee Jenkins: Mike Budenholzer 

Runners-up: Steve Kerr, Jason Kidd 

In any normal season, Kerr would be running away with this award. He took over the No. 6 team in the 

West, it made no major roster upgrades, and suddenly became the best squad in the NBA. But this is not 

a normal season, because the Hawks have followed an even more alarming trajectory, hurtling from 

eighth in the east all the way to the top. Kerr inherited loads of talent, while Budenholzer has maximized 

players often taken for granted, turning Jeff Teague and Paul Millsap, Al Horford and Kyle Korver into 

title contenders. 

Chris Mannix: Mike Budenholzer 

Runners-up: Steve Kerr, Dave Joerger 

The second tier is loaded with candidates: Kerr, who has helped the Warriors advance from playoff 

contenders to title ones; Joerger, who navigated an ugly offseason to push Memphis towards the top of 

the Western Conference standings; Terry Stotts, who has done an excellent job melding the talent in 

Portland. But the first tier is occupied by Budenholzer, the longtime Spurs assistant who has developed 

Atlanta into a pass-happy, defensive-minded, sharp shooting unit that would make Gregg Popovich 

proud. Don’t vote for Budenholzer? Give your vote back.  

Ben Golliver: Mike Budenholzer 

Runners-up: Steve Kerr, Jason Kidd 

A coach’s primary job is to get the most out of the talent at his disposal, making Budenholzer the clear 

choice. Without a “name” superstar, the second-year head coach has guided Atlanta to the league’s 

most wins, the second-best record, the fifth-best defense and the sixth-best offense. Budenholzer has 

overseen Jeff Teague’s growth into a top-shelf point guard, Kyle Korver’s full emergence as an historic 

outside threat, and strong two-way play from the league’s most underrated frontcourt duo, Al Horford 

and Paul Millsap. He’s done all this despite an ugly summer of infighting, an exiled GM, a heretofore 

apathetic fan base, and a possible ownership change. Remarkable doesn’t even begin to describe the 

work he’s done.    

Chris Ballard: Mike Budenholzer 

Runners-up: Steve Kerr, Terry Stotts 



I’m biased here (Mike and I were college teammates at Pomona) but that doesn’t change the fact that 

Budenholzer is the easy pick. The Hawks are the first half story in the league, and the team’s offense is 

gorgeous. 

Rob Mahoney: Mike Budenholzer 

Runners-up: Steve Kerr, Terry Stotts 

It’s always nice when the easiest choice on the board is also the best. This award often goes to the coach 

at the helm of the league’s most surprising team. The Hawks are certainly that. They’re also organized 

by Budenholzer as to maximize their smarts and talent, yielding 28 wins in Atlanta’s last 30 games. 

Budenholzer’s system has turned the Hawks into the most beautiful offensive outfit working, and his 

principles have stabilized Atlanta’s defense in the top five. None have fared better in the first half of this 

NBA season. 

Matt Dollinger: Steve Kerr 

Runners-up: Mike Budenholzer, Jason Kidd 

What Budenholzer has done with the Hawks is nothing short of incredible, but Kerr's performance in his 

rookie coaching season -- on any level -- eclipses the Hawks' leader. Kerr has led the Warriors to 

the seventh-best record in NBA history through 40 games, a feat that becomes even more amazing 

when you consider he was this close to coaching the Knicks this season. Instead, he's led Golden State to 

the best record in the NBA, atop the ultra-competitive West, and fortified the team's defense, which 

ranks No. 1 in the league. Not bad for a guy who was sitting next to Marv Albert last season.  

 Revised Finals predictions 

Jenkins: Thunder-Cavaliers. I went with Oklahoma City-Cleveland in October, and as horrible as that 

looks right now, and as wonderful as Golden State-Atlanta appears instead, it is a long season and I will 

stand pat. 

Mannix: Spurs-Hawks. Repeat after me: Do not bet against San Antonio. Do not bet against San 

Antonio.  

Golliver: Spurs-Cavaliers. I am loathe to change my predictions so I won’t, in part because there has 

been a clear sense over the last 10 days that the 2014-15 season is really getting going. LeBron James, 

Kevin Durant, and Kawhi Leonard are all back on the court, and some of the early-season frontrunners 

(Portland, Toronto) have fallen off pace a bit. I’ll believe San Antonio’s magic is over only once they are 

eliminated, even though I acknowledge that threats to their supremacy are abound in the West. As for 

the Cavaliers, they’ve been the league’s biggest disappointment to date, but the four-time MVP has 

earned the full benefit of the doubt. That said, the Cavaliers remain thin and prone to disaster should 

Timofey Mozgov miss time; Atlanta and Chicago loom as potential Finalists if James fails to carry 

Cleveland to its full potential. 



Ballard: Warriors-Wizards. These kinds of predictions are always a shot in the dark, as so much depends 

on injuries, seeding (in the West) and matchups. But both Washington and Golden State possess the 

offense, defense and playmakersto go deep. 

Mahoney: Warriors-Bulls. It’s bold to side with the Western contender with a historic margin of victory, 

I know. Countless scenarios could derail Golden State along the way, but I won’t begrudge the benefit of 

the doubt to a team playing this well on both sides of the ball. The East, too, could go any which way, 

but I feel most confident in Atlanta and, oddly, Chicago. This has been a brutal stretch for the Bulls, but 

their size, depth (when healthy), and Derrick Rose’s upward trend make them a messy matchup for 

every other team in the conference. 

Dollinger: Warriors-Bulls. This is half-prediction, half-wish. For all of the contenders in the NBA -- and 

there sure are a lot of them this year -- these two teams are the most finished products. They possess 

immaculate starting units and deep benches; a host of lineup possibilities and strong defenses; 

competent offenses, plenty of star power and two of the best coaches in the league. If there's a dream 

Finals matchup midway through this season, it's this one. Although it would be pretty ironic for the 

Cavaliers and Thunder to make the Finals after a drama-filled regular-season. 

 


