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Brand reflects on Sixers' breakup  

By: Bob Cooney 

WHEN HIS NAME is announced at the Wells Fargo Center these days, there is mostly an appreciative 

applause, at first. Fans realize that Elton Brand, signed to a 5-year, $80 million contract here in the 

summer of 2008 and ultimately bought out (for $18 million) 4 years later, played as hard as he could 

each minute on the floor here and carried himself as a true professional throughout. He was a big 

reason the team came within one game of advancing to the Eastern Conference Finals in 2012, losing to 

Boston in Game 7. 

He is now a part of the surprising Atlanta Hawks, who improved to 30-8 with a 105-87 win over the 

Sixers. It was the Hawks' 23rd win in 25 games. 

Just a couple of months from his 36th birthday, Brand is in the reflective mode of his career and is less of 

a viable contributor. He is playing just 13 minutes a game, averaging 2.8 points and three rebounds. He 

lost his mother a couple of months back after a short battle with cancer and recently also lost a 

grandfather. The fire to compete is still there, as is his never-ending work ethic. But Brand recognizes 

the difference now and is embracing it all. 

"Some games I'm the sixth man and some games I'm just rooting and clapping all game," he said with a 

laugh. "I get my workouts in and stay in shape and I'm loving it. I know it's winding down, so I'm enjoying 

riding the bus. We go to Utah and I take a walk in the mountains because I don't know if I'll be back 

there. I see guys my age breaking down." 

Whether this is his last season or not, Brand is winding down his career on what currently is one of the 

best teams in the league. Still, he can't help but wonder what maybe could have been, had the Sixers 

tried to keep the bulk of that 2012 team. 

"I root for the Sixers, but it's been hard the last 2 years," said Brand. "It definitely could have been 

different because we were so close. You see Boston breaking up, and we were younger than those guys. 

Miami breaking up, and we were younger than them. Indiana had a surge, but you see what's going on 

with them. I see the pieces around the league - Lou Williams getting 30 [for Toronto] or Andre Iguodala 

being the glue guy [in Golden State]. Even [Marreese] Speights is getting 20 off the bench [for Golden 

State]. [Nikola] Vucevic getting 30 [points] and 15 [rebounds] some nights [for Orlando]. 

"[The Sixers] are getting assets and those assets have to grow. They're stockpiling some young talent for 

sure and then this draft again. It is to be determined, so you'll see in a few years what happens from it." 

 


