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HAWKS TO HONOR DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. WITH ENSEMBLE CHOIR AND 3D COURT PROJECTION 

Pastor John Battle and Wife Regina Belle to Assist Celebration Unlike Any Other on Jan. 19 

 

ATLANTA, GA ----- The Atlanta Hawks will celebrate the life and legacy of civil rights pioneer and Atlanta native Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. when they host the Detroit Pistons on Monday, Jan. 19 at 2:30 p.m. State-of-the-art 3D projection 

and a special choir ensemble from Atlanta churches will present fans with a Martin Luther King, Jr. Day experience never 

before seen in the NBA. 

 

“The Hawks are on the precipice of a movement that will have an overwhelmingly positive impact on the current and 

future state of our organization, and the way we operate within the sports industry. Dr. King’s legacy empowers us to 

charge ahead as we break down barriers on our path toward equality on and off the court. We are excited to celebrate 

his life with all of our fans,” said Nzinga Shaw, Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer of the Atlanta Hawks. 

Fans who arrive early to Philips Arena will be treated to a unique video tribute honoring Dr. King, displayed across the 

playing surface via 3D projection. Following the video tribute, the ensemble choir, led by former Hawk and current 

pastor John Battle and his wife, Grammy Award-winning singer Regina Belle, will join public address announcer Ryan 

Cameron for a one-of-a-kind version of player introductions. Belle and the choir will return for a Dr. King-inspired, love-

themed halftime performance.  

 

This will mark the 16
th

 consecutive season the Hawks have hosted a game on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  

 

For more information about the Atlanta Hawks, please visit www.hawks.com.  

 

Link to trailer for game: 

http://www.nba.com/hawks/video/2015/01/15/1415HawksMLKDayPromoFINALmov-3491855 

 

                                                        

### 

 

About the Atlanta Hawks 

The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1968, strive to be champions on the court and 

in the community and to create lifelong memories along the way. On the court, the Hawks have reached the playoffs in 

seven consecutive seasons, which is the longest streak in the Eastern Conference. Off the court, the Hawks have 

awarded millions in charitable and in-kind contributions since 2004, including grants to area non-profits, scholarships for 

high school students and renovation of basketball courts in underserved neighborhoods. Philips Arena is consistently 

ranked among the top 10 concert and event venues in the world. In April 2009, Philips Arena became the first NBA arena 

to achieve LEED certification for an existing building as specified by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC). 

Atlanta Hawks Membership which includes your seat for every home game for the 2014-15 regular season games are on 

sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on 

to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

 


