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Court Vision: Hawks hold off T-Wolves' rally for 16th straight win 

By: Knox Bardeen 

THREE-POINT TAKE 

1. THE HAWKS' WRECKING-BALL SECOND QUARTER WAS THE DIFFERENCE MAKER 

When the first quarter ended, the Hawks held a one-point lead after a back-and-forth period. There 

were 10 lead changes, three ties and Atlanta was up by as much as five points and down by as many as 

three. 

The second quarter was more of a beatdown by the Hawks. 

Before Minnesota could score a bucket, the Hawks put eight points on the scoreboard. And that was just 

how the first 119 seconds of the period went. Atlanta built upon its one-point lead, and stacked it all the 

way to 18 points before the Timberwolves managed to slow the bleeding and lower the lead to 14. 

When Minnesota had the ball, the Hawks brought out a smothering and tenacious defense. The 

Timberwolves were allowed just 28.6 percent shooting (6 for 21) as rejections and airballs were more 

likely than shots and scores. 

On offense, the Hawks scored almost at will. But the play was paced by ballet-like ball movement. There 

was no rule that every player had to touch the rock on offense, but just that happened on occasion. 

Every pass seemed to be an attempt to out-beautiful the previous. 

The Hawks landed five 3-pointers, shot 60 percent (12 for 20) from the floor and outscored the 

Timberwolves 36-23 to construct a 61-47 halftime lead. 

When the Timberwolves made a mistake, the Hawks made them pay. When Atlanta orchestrated an 

open look, the ball typically went in. Al Horford and Kyle Korver led the Hawks in the first half with four 

assists each. But the entire team got involved with 17 in the first half. 

Minnesota entered the second quarter feeling good about its upset chances. The Hawks smacked that 

idea down in just 12 short minutes. 

2. BY THE END OF THE THIRD QUARTER SIX HAWKS WERE IN DOUBLE FIGURES 

Paul Millsap (10), Jeff Teague (11) and Horford (10) paced the Hawks in the first half and entered the 

locker room at halftime with double-digit scoring outputs. But they weren't going to be the only scoring 

threats. 

DeMarre Carroll added six third-quarter points, Korver three and Dennis Schroder five to bring Atlanta's 

total of double-digit scorers up to six by the end of the third quarter. 



Carroll got hot late in the third with a lay-up and two short-range jumpers to reach 11 points. All Korver 

needed was his third 3-pointer of the game to get to 10 points and Schroder, who notched his second 

consecutive game in double digits 18th of the season, quickly reached 11 with five points in a 68-second 

stretch at the end of the quarter. 

The Hawks did most of their damage in the third quarter in the paint, with 18 of the team's 25 points 

coming inside. But don't believe for a second that Atlanta was pushing the ball down low, especially with 

the size of the Minnesota big men. 

Atlanta's interior shooting came at the behest of head coach Mike Budenholzer's movement offense. 

Pick and rolls, screens and effective but not-always-attractive shooting kept the Hawks going, and 

allowed the team to feature six scorers, not just a few. 

3. THE HAWKS WERE FORCED TO PUT THE STARTERS BACK INTO THE GAME TO SEAL THE VICTORY 

With just more than 10 minutes to play, the Hawks held a 15-point lead. A few minutes later, 

Budenholzer started some creative substitutions to rest some of his starters. That plan didn't last long. 

"[It was] not our prettiest game, but to make a couple of big plays down the stretch, a couple of big 

shots, the way the ball moved we found open guys. When the game got tight they trusted their spacing 

trusted the pass and a couple of guys made big plays," said Budenholzer. "To find a way to win today 

when we probably don't play our best, it's a good sign." 

At the 5:17 mark of the fourth quarter, Minnesota cut Atlanta's lead to six points with an Andrew 

Wiggins turnaround jumper. The Hawks built the lead back to 10 within the next 45 seconds, but 

Budenholzer still re-inserted Carroll into the game for insurance. 

The Timberwolves chopped the lead back down to six in a back-and-forth final quarter before the Hawks 

stepped on the gas for good. 

Carroll hit a 3-pointer to take the lead to nine points. Korver added another 30 seconds later before 

Teague and Horford took the Hawks home with buckets. Budenholzer said his defense didn't play as well 

as it could have, and the Minnesota comeback was troubling. But there were some positives in the way 

Atlanta fought off the Timberwolves. 

"I think our poise and our confidence is growing," said Budenholzer. "I think they're trusting each other, 

trusting where they're going to find their shots late in the game. We've got to work on our execution, 

but just to see them trust it when it was cut to I think six or eight, to hit a couple of big shots and make 

the right pass and make the right play. That's good for us." 

STATS THAT MATTER 

73.6: Horford shot 8 for 9 on Sunday and put up 19 points in Atlanta's win. Over his last seven games 

he's been lights out, shooting 53 of 72 (73.6 percent) from the floor. 



16: Not only does Sunday's win mark the 16th consecutive victory for the Hawks, it's also the 16th time 

this season Atlanta has held a lead of at least 10 points in a game. The Hawks are 16-0 in those games. 

STRAIGHT TALK 

"His ability to make that 15-footer. I feel like if I can get all the way in the paint deep enough for him, 

he's always out there. If I'm able to kick it out to him, he's almost automatic from that spot." -- Teague 

on Horford's mid-range jump shot 

 


