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Hawks Mirror Spurs Excellence 

By: Alex Novick 

It’s becoming increasingly clear that Atlanta head coach Mike Budenholzer’s 17 years as an assistant 

coach for Gregg Popovich are paying off. Budenholzer’s four rings’ worth of Spurs knowledge is shining 

through in the Hawks' brilliant 20-2 stretch, and when you examine the numbers, Atlanta at its best is 

strikingly similar to San Antonio at its best.  

 

Key to win - not letting opponent score  

The Hawks have been extremely stingy during their 22-game span of dominance. Over that time they 

rank first in the NBA in opponent points per game, opponent field goal percentage and defensive 

efficiency.  

 

Compare that to the apex of the champion Spurs’ 2013-2014 regular season during which they won 16 

straight games. During that streak, San Antonio also ranked 1st in defensive rating, second in opponent 

FG% and fifth in opponent PPG with almost identical numbers.  

 

Defense During “Hot” Streak 

 

Last Season’s Spurs vs This Season’s Hawks  

 

Spurs 16-

Game 

Streak 

Hawks Last 

22 Games 

Def 

effic 96.4 << 96.1<< 

Opp 

FG pct 42.4% 42.3%<< 

Opp 

PPG 94.4 93<< 

>> 1st in NBA during span 

Sharing is caring  

On the offensive end, Atlanta exhibits a Spursian generosity with the ball. Over their last 22 games they 

rank first in assist ratio (19.7), second in assists per game (25.6) and second in the NBA in percentage of 

3-pointers that are assisted (92%).  



 

The Spurs won in the same fashion during their 16-game win streak, also ranking first in assist ratio 

(20.8) and second in assisted three pointers (89.9%), along with being first in assists per game (28.5).  

 

Offensive Ranking During “Hot” Streak 

 

Last Season’s Spurs vs This Season’s Hawks  

 

Spurs 16-

Game 

Streak 

Hawks Last 

22 Games 

Ast 

Ratio 1st 1st 

Ast per 

game 1st 2nd 

Ast pct 

on 3PM 2nd 2nd 

>> NBA ranking during selected span 

Swing it!  

It's no surprise that such sharing of the ball leads to open shots, specifically of the catch-and-shoot 

variety. Atlanta excels in this area, ranking first in the NBA this season in catch-and-shoot points per 

game and second in both field goal percentage and three-point field goals per game on catch-and-shoot 

opportunities.  

 

Yes, this was also a strength of the 2013-2014 Spurs, who finished third in catch-and-shoot three-point 

percentage and sixth in catch-and-shoot points per game.  

 

Kyle Korver has certainly helped Atlanta’s catch-and-shoot numbers with his unparalleled sharpshooting 

over the season’s first 35 games, as he makes a bid to become just the second player in NBA history to 

shoot 50 percent from the field, 50 percent from three, and 90 percent from the foul line (currently at 

.496 FG%, .513 3p%, .940 FT%). The only player to accomplish this over a full season? The Bulls’ Steve 

Kerr in 1995-1996, who also happened to win two NBA titles over four seasons with the Spurs.  

 

HAWKS QUICK HITTERS  

"Not only do the Hawks have the Eastern Conference's best record at 27-8, they are also owners of the 

East’s best record against the West and against teams at or over .500. FROM ELIAS: Atlanta has won 

nine straight games against the West, tied for the second-longest single-season win streak by any East 



team over the last five seasons (Miami won 12 straight in 2012-2013).  

 

"Of the top 10 teams in the NBA (by win pct), Atlanta has played eight and beaten all but the Raptors (0-

2).  

 

"Atlanta is 11-5 against teams currently .500 or better. Their 11 wins against teams .500 or better are 

the most in the NBA.  

 

"After starting the season 7-6, the Hawks have gone 20-2 since, the best record in the NBA over that 

span. Atlanta’s turnaround has largely come on the defensive end, as it went from ranking 26th in the 

league in defensive efficiency over its first 13 games to leading the league since. 

 


