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Jazz take on surprising Atlanta Hawks Friday night 

By: Mike Sorensen 

SALT LAKE CITY — The Utah Jazz, to the surprise of nearly no one, have the third- worst record in the 

Western Conference and eighth-worst mark in the NBA at 11-21 as the league moves into the 2015 

portion of the season. 

Much to the surprise of everyone, the Atlanta Hawks, aka Utah Jazz East, have the second-best record in 

the Eastern Conference and the fourth-best record in the NBA at 23-8. 

The two teams with nearly opposite records play each other in their first game of the New Year Friday 

night (7 p.m.) at EnergySolutions Arena. Like the Jazz, the Hawks have enjoyed a couple of days off, not 

playing since their Tuesday night victory over the LeBron-less Cleveland Cavaliers, while the Jazz are 

coming off a come-from-behind win over Minnesota the same night. 

Utah coach Quin Snyder knows the Hawks well, having been an assistant in Atlanta under Mike 

Budenholzer last year. He’s not surprised by their improvement from last year when they made the 

playoffs with a 38-44 record. 

“It’s the same guys believing in the system … the job Bud’s done, the players really knowing one another 

and playing together in the second year,’’ he said. “It’s having that belief and having a chance to evolve 

together. The efficiency I thought was there last year at certain points has become who they are.’’ 

The Hawks have three former Jazz players in their starting lineup, all averaging in double figures. Paul 

Millsap is enjoying an All-Star-caliber season, averaging 16.8 points and 8.1 rebounds per game. Kyle 

Korver averages13.0 ppg and leads the league in 3-point shooting at 52.0 percent, while forward 

DeMarre Carroll averages 11.5 ppg. 

The two starters with no Jazz experience are point guard Jeff Teague, who is just ahead of Millsap in 

scoring at 16.9 while averaging 7.0 assists per game, and center Al Horford, who averages 14.6 points 

and 6.5 rebounds per game. 

The backup point guard is Dennis Schroeder, the slender German the Jazz considered drafting in 2013 

when they were able to move up to take Trey Burke. Schroeder has played well as the top scorer off the 

bench at 8.6 ppg and is second on the team in assists at 3.3 per game. 

Other Hawks expected to play include guard Thabo Sefolosha, forwards Mike Scott and Pero Antic and 

guard Shelvin Mack, a former teammate of Utah’s Gordon Hayward at Butler five years ago. 

One place the Hawks excel is the way they share the ball in their motion offense. They’ve led the league 

in assists for much of the season and currently stand third with 25.6 per game and are first in assists 

percentage (68.1). That’s something Snyder would like his team to emulate. 



“Every team would like to be unselfish,’’ he said. “Actually we’re very different teams from a personnel 

standpoint. They spread you out, we have bigs that can be around the basket and have success that 

way. The common theme of being unselfish and wanting to play for each other is something all team’s 

want and they do very well.’’ 

The Jazz and Hawks have already played this year with the Hawks taking a 100-97 victory in Atlanta in 

November when they overcame an eight-point deficit in the final four minutes when the Jazz missed 

their last seven shots. 

“I thought we played well for the most part and let that one slip away,’’ said Hayward. “I don’t think I 

shot particularly well (5-of-16). I think we’re better than we were then, particularly defensively. They’re 

going to be a test for us because they have a lot of weapons.’’ 

“We’ve grown a lot and that was a big game for us,’’ added Burke. “We were pretty much in control the 

whole game and then lost at the end. That was a learning lesson. Tomorrow we know they’re going to 

come out with a lot of energy.’’ 

The Jazz will be without Alec Burks, who led the team with 22 points in that November game. Burks 

underwent shoulder surgery earlier in the week and is out for the season. 

The Jazz have their second one-game road trip of the week, in Sacramento Saturday night before 

returning home for a game against Indiana Monday night. Then it’s back on the road for three games 

next week at Chicago, Oklahoma City and Houston. 

 


