
PUBLICATION: Los Angeles Daily News    DATE: 1/6/15 

Clippers can’t keep up with soaring Atlanta Hawks in 107-98 loss 

By: Robert Morales 

The Clippers on Monday night squared off against the high-flying Atlanta Hawks, who at 26-8 have the 

Eastern Conference’s best record. 

“Maybe the best team in the NBA right now,” Clippers coach Doc Rivers said of the Hawks before tipoff. 

“They’re 18-2 (in their past 20 games).” 

The Clippers carried a respectable record of 23-11 into the game, but they were only 7-9 against teams 

currently with winning records. Rivers was asked if — under those circumstances —, his team would 

make a statement with a victory. 

“It may make a statement to fans, I don’t know, but no,” he said. “It’s just, you want to win the game. 

You want to win every game. Whether it’s Atlanta or anyone.” 

Rivers knows full well his team needs more quality wins. But they didn’t get one Monday as Atlanta rode 

a big second half to a 107-98 victory over the Clippers before a sellout crowd of 19,060 at Staples 

Center. 

The Clippers led 26-21 after one quarter and 46-44 at halftime. But Atlanta outscored the Clippers by 10 

points in the third quarter to take a 77-69 lead into the fourth. Atlanta led by as many as 17 points (95-

78) with 6:03 left in the game. 

It took Rivers a while to get to the post-game news conference. 

“We don’t like losing,” he said. “When we lose a game, we’re pissed by it. But we talk about it. You 

know, I had to talk with a couple of guys and you watch film tomorrow and you move to the next game. 

Guys, it’s a long season.” 

The Clippers committed 21 turnovers while doling out just 23 assists. Six of those turnovers came during 

the fourth quarter. That is not a recipe for victory. 

“I thought we lost the game because we turned the ball over and gave them easy shots,” Rivers said. 

“And then eventually the dam broke. You turn it over enough and you could just feel like our spirt 

dropped, and then the game was over.” 

Blake Griffin led the Clippers with 26 points, but he shot just 6 of 17 and the Clippers shot 44.6 percent 

from the field. DeAndre Jordan had 15 points and 16 rebounds, J.J. Redick scored 14 points, Matt Barnes 

had 12 and Chris Paul and Jamal Crawford 10 apiece. 

The Clippers (23-12) trailed just 82-76 with 10:08 to play, but the Hawks (26-8) took control from there. 



Paul Millsap paced the Hawks with 23 points, Jeff Teague scored 20 and DeMarre Carroll and Al Horford 

scored 17 and 16 points, respectively. 

Although the Hawks shot 48.1 percent (13 of 27) from 3-point range, Rivers said he did not have any 

issues with the defensive play of his team. He said he thought his team played “spectacular” defense in 

the first half, during which Atlanta shot just 35.7 percent from the field. But the Hawks shot 60 percent 

in the third quarter and 47.4 percent in the fourth to finish at 44.4 percent overall. 

That’s probably why Paul ripped the defensive play of his team. 

“Defensively, we have no presence right now, on the ball, off the ball” Paul said. “We’re late in 

rotations. A lot of that is me trying to contain these guards on the ball. We’ve just gotta get better all 

around.” 

Atlanta has now won eight consecutive games against Western Conference teams. The Clippers got off 

to an 11-2 lead and Atlanta didn’t even blink. Instead, the Hawks built a double-digit lead in their 

seventh consecutive road game. 

“It’s a great feeling,” Horford said. “We just wanted to play a solid game. They really came out strong — 

we actually had to call a timeout at the beginning of the game. But we got our composure and played 

great basketball. I was very proud of the way that we handled adversity.” 

Paul is convinced of the Hawks’ worth. 

“It is a really good team we lost to,” Paul said. “Make no mistake about that.” 

 


