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Atlanta Hawks beginning sale process, NBA says team won't move 

By: Zach Harper 

In the wake of the ousting of Donald Sterling from ownership of the Los Angeles Clippers in 2014, 

the Atlanta Hawks and co-owner Bruce Levenson found themselves in a tumultuous situation. An 

offensive email from Levenson and recorded comments by Danny Ferry from a conference call surfaced 

during the summer. Levenson got out in front of the controversy and volunteered to sell his controlling 

interest in the Hawks' organization. Ferry took a leave of absence and the process of transferring the 

Hawks to new leadership with CEO Steve Koonin had begun. 

The team announced today the owners of the franchise unanimously approved a plan to sell the 

franchise and operating rights to Philips Arena. The Hawks will be looking for prospective buyers and 

have retained multiple companies to advise on the sale of the franchise and the assets involved in such a 

transaction. 

The Atlanta Hawks today announced that its owners have unanimously approved a plan to sell the 

franchise and the Philips Arena operating rights. The sale will commence immediately. Atlanta Hawks 

Basketball and Entertainment, LLC has retained Goldman Sachs & Co. and Inner Circle Sports LLC to 

advise on the sale of the franchise and ancillary assets. 

Immediately, a new owner coming in raises the question of whether or not the newly purchased 

franchise could be on the move. The NBA has admittedly been keen on the idea of getting a franchise 

back to Seattle and prospective owner Chris Hansen has been aggressive over the years in trying to 

make that a reality. He agreed to the purchase of the Sacramento Kings, which would have moved the 

franchise to Seattle, prior to the NBA, Sacramento mayor Kevin Johnson, and an ownership group led by 

Vivek Ranadivé stepping in and keeping the Kings in Sacramento. 

Hansen has been expected to put his name in the hat of trying to purchase the Hawks or any team that 

comes up for sale in the near future, but the NBA is not going to let the Hawks move out of town. Chris 

Vivlamore of the Atlanta Journal Constitution tells us that NBA spokesman Mike Bass says the Hawks are 

not moving. 

The sale of the team could be a longer process like we've seen with the Maloof family when they were 

selling the Kings or it could be a shorter process like when Steve Ballmer stepped in to the Sterling saga 

and purchased the Clippers for over $2 billion. Recent sales of teams have seen astronomical price 

jumps in the valuations of the teams and Atlanta is in a top 10 market in the NBA. 

 


