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How can you not love this team? 

By: Thomas Bentley 

It became an annual tradition for my dad and I. We would call up a friend and his dad, load up the car 

and head up Highway 19. It was something I looked forward to every year. I had always loved the game 

of basketball. I had spent numerous nights listening to my dad tell stories of his state championship 

basketball team at Yatesville High School. I had shot hour upon hour of baskets in my backyard. My 

friends and I would gather every day after school for thousands of intense games of hoops. I absolutely 

loved the game. This trip was always special to me because it gave me time with my dad, it gave me a 

chance to see the game I loved and it also gave me time to see my favorite basketball team, the Atlanta 

Hawks! 

Now I know that the Atlanta Hawks are not the most popular sports team in the state of Georgia. If you 

have read my previous articles, you know how much of a loyal fan I am to the teams in Georgia. The 

Hawks are no different. Ever since my dad began taking me to the Omni back in the 80’s, they were my 

team. I loved Dominique Wilkins. I would spend hours in my room dunking on a Nerf goal, pretending 

like I was ‘Nique and Spud Webb. I even got a chance to shake Coach Mike Fratello’s hand one time after 

one of our annual trips to Atlanta to see the Hawks play. Many people hate the NBA. How many times 

have you heard someone say, “I like college basketball, but I can’t watch those prima donnas in the 

NBA”. I must admit, there are some teams and some players in the NBA that I can not watch. But that 

being said, I am a huge NBA fan. I love watching the better teams such as the Spurs and the Bulls. I love 

watching most of the stars because I’m amazed how great of athletes they are. 

I’m almost afraid to write the rest of this article. I know as soon as I start talking good about this year’s 

Hawks team, they will start playing bad. But I must write something! Have you seen this team play? This 

is one of the better Hawks teams I can remember in a long, long time! Danny Ferry has come into the 

organization and turned them into something anyone can cheer for. Coach Mike Budenholzer has been 

brought in from being an assistant for the San Antonio Spurs. In my opinion, the Spurs are one of the 

greatest organizations in professional sports. They do everything the right way. They have athletes who 

don’t worry about star status and even give up millions of dollars for the good of the team. Ferry and 

Coach Bud have done a great job at starting to turn the Hawks into an organization that hopefully will 

end up as the Spurs are. A friend of mine texted the other day and said, “the Hawks are the Spurs of the 

East!” Let’s hope so! 

Even if you do not like watching professional basketball, I encourage you to give the Hawks a chance this 

year. If you do, you will see several things that make any basketball junkie happy. When I watch the 

Hawks I see TEAM basketball. I see professional players playing unselfishly by making the extra pass, 

incredible ball movement, and great team chemistry. I see a lot of things that you don’t see in the NBA 

very much such as back door cuts, team defense and no 1 on 1 play. The offense is fluid, great floor 

spacing, drive and score or kick it out to the wings for open shots. It seems like in every game there is a 

different ‘hero’ every night. The reserves come in and it’s almost like the team hasn’t lost a beat. The 



whole team is unselfish and jump up and down on the bench congratulating each other on every play. 

How can you not love this if you are a basketball fan? 

The Hawks do have some great players. Al Horford to me is one of the most underrated big men in the 

league. Kyle Korver is one of the best pure shooters in the league. Paul Millsap and Pero Antic are some 

of the hardest working, toughest players in the NBA right now. They have a great mix of young talent 

like Demarre Carroll, Shelvin Mack, Dennis Schroeder and Mike Scott. The Hawks have done a great job 

of putting the right pieces together to create a true team. All unselfish players. 

Again, I know most of you reading probably hate the NBA. I completely understand. I am one of the 

exceptions because I will watch absolutely anything that is basketball, from high school to the pros. I 

guess it was in my blood since I was born. My dad just brought it out by taking me to the old Omni every 

year. Sometime I still pull out my old Dominique jersey my dad bought me one trip and reminisce. Those 

were great times as a young basketball fan. Great times then and great times now. Listen to me all of 

you NBA haters, these Atlanta Hawks are for real! What makes it even more fun to watch them on tv is 

that the Hawks announcers are the great Bob Rathbun and the legendary Dominique Wilkins. They do 

an outstanding job! 

In conclusion, again, I hope that my article will not jinx the Hawks. They are on quite a roll. They have 

just ended the week by beating three of the best teams in the NBA. The purpose of my article is for you 

to jump on board the ‘Hawks Train.’ If you live in Georgia then they are YOUR team. As Kyle Korver said 

in his post-game interview Saturday night, “We are building a team. We have great chemistry with each 

other.” How can you not cheer for that? And as Dominique said in the closing minutes of the same 

broadcast, “How can you not love this team?” My question exactly! 

 


