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New-look Heat lineup, familiar result in 112-102 loss to Hawks 

By: Ira Winderman 

 was rotation roulette out of necessity, and then desperation. 

Little of it worked, and based on the sad state of the Miami Heat's defense, none of it probably 

mattered. 

Through all the shifting, shuffling and subbing, the result was a 112-102 loss Wednesday night to the 

Atlanta Hawks at AmericanAirlines Arena that has the Heat at 9-9 heading into a grueling five-game trip 

that opens Friday against the Milwaukee Bucks. 

"It's like whatever," a disappointed Chris Bosh said when it was over, including the revelation that 

starting small forward Luol Deng might now miss extended time with bone bruises on the thumb and 

index finger of his right hand. "Next guy step up. That's the way it's going to have to be until we get a 

consistent lineup. 

"It was eight steps back. We haven't taken a step forward in a couple of weeks. It's hard to deal with." 

By the end, coach Erik Spoelstra seemingly had tried everything and everyone. 

Justin Hamilton early. Udonis Haslem late. 

James Ennis out of necessity. Danny Granger out of desperation. 

The Hawks' response? A few more conversions from the field, particularly by guard Jeff Teague, making 

this rendition of the Heat look nearly as bad as what was offered in Monday's blowout road loss to the 

Washington Wizards. 

"It's the NBA. Everybody deals with something," Heat guard Dwyane Wade said of the team's carousel of 

crisis. "It's no excuse, who's not in the lineup. For the most part, the effort is there. 

"I think we have to be a little bit smarter." 

And that's the rub, amid the personnel confusion, there also the confusion of why it has gone south. 

"I think it's all about effort," Bosh said. 

By the morning shootaround, Spoelstra knew he would have no choice but to change things, with Norris 

Cole ill and unable to make the shootaround or game. 

Moments before tipoff came another move, this one apparently long in the plans, the shift of Josh 

McRoberts into the starting lineup and Shawne Williams to the bench. 



And then the hand was forced again, Deng out for the second half, Ennis opening with the starters in the 

third period. 

Later, Granger was given a chance in the third period, and then Haslem in the fourth. And all of that was 

after Hamilton was utilized as the first big man off the bench. 

"We have to figure it out," Spoelstra said. "We have to get to work. That is the only solution. 

"We have to figure it out. Still, the most important thing is creating identity. We're in this inconsistent 

mode right now, and that's the part that we have to solve." 

Bosh kept up his share of the bargain for the Heat, with 27 points and 11 rebounds. And Wade, after a 

shaky start, closed with 28 points, with seven assists. Chalmers had his moments in his return to the 

starting lineup, with 19 points, 11 assists and five rebounds. 

Teague led the Hawks with 27 points on 8-of-11 shooting, with Atlanta closing at .541 from the field. 

The reality is that the Heat shot even better, at .563. 

And lost at home. 

By 10. 

Why? 

Defensively this was Another Heat dud, including yielding a 33-point second quarter to the Hawks, when 

the game essentially was decided. 

"I don't know. It just ain't working," Wade said of the Heat's defense. 

The Hawks shot 12 of 25 on 3-pointers. And made the shots that mattered when it mattered. 

Now, there is concern with Deng. X-rays were negative, but Deng spoke of missing time. 

"We're just going to wait and see," he said. "Right now, we're calling it a bruise of the thumb and 

finger." 

Deng played through the injury in the first half after being hurt when called for a charge. 

"I just had trouble with passing and shooting," he said. "It's frustrating. Hopefully I'm glad it's not that 

long of an injury." 

The Heat opened very much with the look of a team lacking any continuity amid its rotation revisions. 

The result of the early machinations was a 14-point deficit early in the second period and 13 first-half 

turnovers, the chemistry off to the point where the Heat twice threw away inbounds passes on their 

side of the court that led to scores by the Hawks. 



Atlanta led 27-18 at the end of the opening period, and then, after the Heat had closed within two late 

in the second period, took a 55-47 lead into the intermission. 

The only saving grace for the Heat was a 13-of-14 start from the foul line, after shooting 18 of 30 from 

the line in Monday's road loss to the Wizards, but even that eventually went south, closing at 24 of 32. 

The Hawks went into the fourth quarter up 88-72, after the Heat yet again had closed within two. 

Of moving McRoberts into the starting lineup, Spoelstra said, "He'd been giving us some good minutes, 

and wanted to get him comfortable with that group. That's not an indictment at all on Shawne, and 

Shawne still will get big minutes." 

Playing in his third straight game after missing the previous seven with a strained left hamstring, Wade 

was scoreless on 0-for-4 shooting in the first quarter, before shooting 4 for 4 for 10 points in the second 

period. He had missed the teams' previous meeting, a Hawks home victory on Nov. 14 due to his 

hamstring injury. 

Wednesday was Wade's first home appearance since injuring his hamstring on the second play of a Nov. 

12 home loss to the Indiana Pacers. 

There now won't be another home appearance for nearly two weeks, with the Heat on the road for the 

next five, a trip that starts Friday against the Bucks and includes Western Conference challenges against 

the Memphis Grizzlies and Phoenix Suns. 

While the Heat's record has yet to dip below .500 this season, there could be a new reality considering 

the upcoming schedule. 

The Heat dropped to 4-6 at home, with losses four of their last five games at AmericanAirlines Arena. 

The Heat lost the first meeting 114-103 Nov. 14 in Atlanta, now 0-2 against a team ahead in the division 

race. 

The Heat have now lost four in a row to the Hawks, with their five-game home winning streak against 

Atlanta now over. 

 


