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HAWKS ANNOUNCE SPANISH LANGUAGE RADIO COLLABORATION WITH EL PATRÓN 105.3 FM 
Partnership with iHeartMedia to Include Eight-Game Broadcast Schedule, Weekly Hawks Programming 

 
ATLANTA, GA ----- The Atlanta Hawks and iHeartMedia are collaborating to broadcast eight Hawks games on local 
Spanish language station El PatrÓn 105.3 FM this season, it was announced today. The ground-breaking news marks the 
first time Hawks contests will be aired completely in Spanish by an Atlanta radio outlet.  
 
“We are thrilled to enter a partnership with iHeartMedia and El PatrÓn 105.3,” said Hawks CEO Steve Koonin. “This 
collaboration presents exciting new opportunities for us to further engage the diverse, multicultural population of our 
great city. Broadcasting our games in Spanish is important for our organization as we continue to build bridges through 
basketball and connect with our community.” 
 
“We are very excited to begin what we hope is a long term partnership with the Atlanta Hawks,” said iHeartMedia 
Market President Justin Schaflander. “The partnership will allow us to deliver unique local Spanish content to our 
listeners and creates a variety of community engagement and cause-related opportunities for us as we move into 2015 
and beyond.” 
 
El PatrÓn’s Jose Manuel Flores, who has over 21 years of Spanish play-by-play broadcast experience that includes time 
with the Chicago White Sox and the Atlanta Braves, will handle the play-by-play announcing duties. Gameday coverage 
will begin at tipoff and end at the conclusion of each game. Additional Hawks coverage will be broadcast throughout the 
week to give listeners insight on the club. 
 
“Atlanta is one of the fastest growing Hispanic markets in the United States, and I’m so excited that Hawks games will 
now be available in Spanish to reach the many Hispanic communities represented in our very diverse city,” said two-
time All-Star and Hawks center Al Horford. A native of the Dominican Republic, Horford is one of the NBA’s most 
recognized bilingual players and is often involved in league and team initiatives centered on growing the game. 
 
The Hawks and iHeartMedia worked together to identify eight home games against teams currently featuring Hispanic 
and Latino players: 
 

• December 15, 2014 vs. Chicago Bulls (Spain’s Pau Gasol) 

• December 30, 2014 vs. Cleveland Cavaliers (Brazil’s Anderson Varejão) 

• January 7, 2015 vs. Memphis Grizzlies (Spain’s Marc Gasol) 

• January 25, 2015 vs. Minnesota Timberwolves (Spain’s Ricky Rubio) 

• February 6, 2015 vs. Golden State Warriors (Brazil’s Leandro Barbosa) 

• March 6, 2015 vs. Cleveland Cavaliers (Varejão) 

• March 22, 2015 vs. San Antonio Spurs (Argentina’s Manu GinÓbili and Brazil’s Tiago Splitter) 

• April 13, 2015 vs. New York Knicks (Spain’s José CalderÓn) 
 
The 14-6 Hawks, currently leading the Southeast Division and second in the Eastern Conference, are looking to build 
upon the momentum they have created in metropolitan Atlanta this season. The team has experienced a surge in 
attendance, television viewership and merchandise sales through the first month of the 2014-15 campaign.  
 
For more information about the Atlanta Hawks, please visit www.hawks.com.  
 



### 
 

The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1968, strive to be champions on the court and in the community and to 
create lifelong memories along the way. On the court, the Hawks have reached the playoffs in seven consecutive seasons, which is the longest 
streak in the Eastern Conference. Off the court, the Hawks have awarded millions in charitable and in-kind contributions since 2004, including 
grants to area non-profits, scholarships for high school students and renovation of basketball courts in underserved neighborhoods. Philips Arena is 
consistently ranked among the top 10 concert and event venues in the world. In April 2009, Philips Arena became the first NBA arena to achieve 
LEED certification for an existing building as specified by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC). Atlanta Hawks Membership which 
includes your seat for every home game for the 2014-15 regular season games are on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-
715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 
 


