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Bah Humbug: Atlanta Hawks’ Defense Has Been Stingy in December 

By: KL Chouinard 

The Atlanta Hawks’ defense has helped them earn 9 wins in 10 games this month. 

By the numbers, the Atlanta Hawks’ defense has been the stingiest defense of all this holiday season. 

In their 10 games this month, the Hawks have held opponents to a Grinch-like 93.9 points per 100 

possessions. That marks put them 3.1 points better than their nearest competitors for the honor: Boston 

(97.0), Washington (97.1) and Golden State (97.3). 

The Hawks have won 9 of 10 games this month, losing only on a buzzer-beater in Orlando. In four of 

those games, they buried opponents early, holding opponents to 40 or fewer points in the first half. Not 

surprisingly, Atlanta won all of those games. 

For comparison’s sake, the Hawks yielded 104.5 points per 100 possessions in November.  Kent 

Bazemore attributes the improvement to practice and pace. 

“It’s just guys starting to find their niche. The rotation is starting to set.” 

“We’re starting to play at our own pace,” Bazemore added. “I think our pace is what really helps us 

defensively. Guys are flying around, coming over, taking charges, switching. Just (being) chaotic on the 

defensive end.” 

Bazemore then took a moment to think from an opponent’s point of view about how pace has helped 

the Hawks. 

“It’s kind of confusing (to opponents). If you get an open shot, you’ve got to rush it. We’re running so 

when you get back on offense, your legs are heavy. There are a lot of factors that go into it, but it speaks 

to how we’re playing right now. Our pace is great.” 

Elton Brand has noticed the improvement as well. 

“It took a little bit of time to adjust to the defensive sets,” Brand noted after Friday’s practice. “Our 

defense has been up and down, but when it’s on, it has really been on.” 

 


