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Orlando Magic beat the Atlanta Hawks 100-99 on Tobias Harris' game-winning shot 

By: Josh Robbins 

hortly after the Orlando Magic’s chartered jet landed at Orlando International Airport early Saturday 

morning, a deflating loss to the Atlanta Hawks fresh in players’ minds, a dejected Tobias Harris made a 

declaration to his teammates. 

“We’re going to get this win tomorrow,” he remembers saying. 

All day long, Harris kept telling himself the same: “We’re going to get this win.” 

And when Harris saw his teammates at their Amway Center practice facility, he again told them, “We’re 

going to get this win.” 

Harris made good on that promise Saturday night. He sank a jumper over two Hawks as time expired to 

propel the Magic to a pulse-pounding 100-99 victory, sending his teammates into a frenzy near their 

bench. 

“It was a great win for us tonight, the way we battled back,” Harris said. “We just kept fighting. The way 

that we wanted to get this win, we willed ourself to that win tonight.” 

The Magic looked down-and-out on two different occasions before the climactic game-winner. 

First, the Hawks took a 92-86 lead with 2:57 remaining, but Victor Oladipo led the Magic back by closing 

out the game with seven points and a pair of assists without a turnover. 

Second, with Orlando clinging to a two-point lead, Atlanta’s Kyle Korver made a 3-pointer over Evan 

Fournier with 3.4 seconds left to put the Hawks up 99-98. 

Korver’s shot set the stage for one last-gasp opportunity, and Magic coach Jacque Vaughn called a play 

for Harris, who had made a game-winning shot as time expired on Nov. 5 in Philadelphia. 

“I think that’s the biggest component to making those shots: wanting to take the shots,” Vaughn said. “I 

really believe there are few people on both benches who really want to take that shot at the end of a 

game.” 

Fournier inbounded the ball to Harris, who gained a hint of space when Nikola Vucevic took out 

DeMarre Carroll on a screen. Harris took three dribbles, stopped at the left elbow and elevated, 

releasing a jumper from 15 feet over Carroll and Paul Millsap. 

The ball rattled through the hoop, and the Magic bench and the announced crowd of 15,939 erupted. 

Dewayne Dedmon and Maurice Harkless bear-hugged Harris, and soon, Channing Frye, Elfrid Payton, 

Oladipo, Fournier and Vucevic encircled Harris, too. 



“I’m glad he’s on my team,” Oladipo said later. 

“I believe that anybody on this team could make that shot, but T.B.’s proven. It was a great call by 

Coach. We did a great job of just grinding it out, man. Every time we would get there or get close, it 

seemed like they would just knock us out. But we were able to get over the hump.” 

The Magic (10-16) needed a quality win. 

And Saturday’s victory qualifies. 

The Hawks (16-7) entered the night as Southeast Division co-leaders and on a nine-game winning streak. 

“Tobias hit a great shot,” Atlanta’s Al Horford said. “You have to give them credit.” 

Harris scored a team-high 20 points, grabbed six rebounds and dished out five assists. 

Fournier scored 19 points. 

And Oladipo, who had five turnovers in the game’s first nine minutes, recovered to finish with 15 points, 

five rebounds and seven assists. 

“This one was huge tonight for our confidence,” said Vucevic, who made his return from missing a half-

dozen games due to a back injury and added 18 points and 11 rebounds. 

But Harris was the player at the center of the postgame celebration. 

“Everybody made fun of me,” Harris remembered. “They said I was crying. But I told them I was just 

emotional. 

“I was all day thinking about last night’s game, thinking about the games that we’ve had that we’ve been 

so close at and weren’t able to get wins, and to get it tonight was a good step for us. I was just 

emotional about how we played: so much together. Seeing our team jump up and the excitement on 

everybody’s faces, it means a lot as a player.” 

 


