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Atlanta Hawks 127, Cleveland Cavaliers 98: Cavs suffer most lopsided loss of season 

By: Bob Finnan 

The Cavaliers had the clear advantage in no-look passes, dazzling off-the-dribble plays and highlight-reel 

performances. 

The Hawks led in way with execution, solid fundamentals and torrid shooting. 

Atlanta, which has won 13 of its last 15 games, humiliated the Cavaliers, 127-98, on Dec. 17 before a 

sold-out crowd at Quicken Loans Arena. 

“That was embarrassing how we played,” Cavaliers coach David Blatt said. “I apologize to all the good 

fans that came out here. It was a poor, poor performance.” 
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The Cavaliers (14-10) should have been mortified by their defensive effort. The Hawks shot a season-

high 64.5 percent from the field, and a dazzling 57.1 percent from behind the arc. 

“We have some work to do (on defense),” Cavaliers forward LeBron James said. “We have to figure out 

why we’re having so many defensive breakdowns.” 

Each team has taken turns blowing out the other at The Q this season. In each encounter, the winning 

team used uncanny 3-point shooting to blast the other. 

The Cavs made a franchise-record 19 3s, including their first 11, in their 127-94 decision on Nov. 15. The 

Hawks (18-7) returned the favor Dec. 17, scorching the Cavs’ alleged defense for 16 of 28 3-point goals. 

“We got blown out the first game, like blown all the way out,” Hawks guard Shelvin Mack said. 

“That wasn’t a great feeling. We wanted to come back and see what we’re made of. We’re supposed to 

be one of the best teams in the East (and) they’re one of the best teams.” 

The Cavaliers’ perimeter defense didn’t show up. 

“The 3-ball is the equalizer in our game,” James said. “They had five or six uncontested 3s. We can’t 

have that.” 

Blatt said he didn’t see any fight in his team whatsoever. 

“Our defense was non-existent,” he said. 

The Cavaliers had won six in a row at home. They hadn’t lost a home game in almost a month (Nov. 22 

vs. Toronto). 

It was the Cavs’ most lopsided loss of the season. 



James said he wasn’t embarrassed. He did say players must take pride in stopping the opposition. 

“You have to take that as a challenge,” he said. 

The Hawks outscored the Cavs in the third quarter, 30-15, to turn a close game into a rout. In the second 

and third quarters, Atlanta blitzed the Cavs, 69-41. 

Mack scorched the Cavs with a career-high 24 points. 

Center Al Horford added 20 points for the Hawks. 

The 127 points were a season high for a Cavs’ opponent. 

James paced the Cavs with 21 points. Power forward Kevin Love recorded his 14th double-double with 

13 points, 10 rebounds and six assists. 

After the first quarter, however, he had just four points, five rebounds and two assists. 

There was some concern whether he would play after missing the team’s morning shootaround with flu-

like symptoms. 

“I always felt like I was going to play,” Love said. “If I was feeling up to it, I was going to give it a go.” 

Guard Dion Waiters added 21 points for the Cavs. 

All-Star Kyrie Irving was limited to nine points and six assists in 33 minutes. After the game, he stayed on 

the court and hoisted up shot after shot. 

The Cavs extended their lead to 12 points in the second quarter before they were hit with a barrage of 

3-point goals. Mack fired in 5 of 5 from behind the arc in the second quarter for a season-high 17 points. 

The Hawks converted 9 of 11 3s in the second, including a 28-foot, 3-point bomb at the buzzer by 

forward Mike Scott. In the second quarter, Atlanta made 14 of 17 attempts from the field. 

That torrid 82-percent shooting from behind the arc led to a 65-60 advantage at halftime. 

The Hawks, playing without leading scorer and floor general Jeff Teague, shot 69 percent from the field 

in the first half. The point guard was sidelined with a pulled hamstring. 

Mack, a former standout at Butler, came into the game averaging 3.8 points per game and shooting 20.5 

percent from 3-point range. 

“(Teague is) one of the leaders on our team, an All-Star point guard,” Mack said. “I had an opportunity 

and I think I took advantage of it. 

“It means a lot, especially to do it on the road. We came here and got blown out. It shows you that 

we’re a different team from a month ago.” 



 


