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Cold-shooting Bucks fall to Hawks in ugly affair 

By: Todd Rosiak 

One night after scorching the nets in a 30-point victory over the Atlanta Hawks, the Milwaukee Bucks 

went stone cold in the back end of the teams' home-and-home rematch at the BMO Harris Bradley 

Center on Saturday. 

Khris Middleton scored a season-high-tying 21 points, but no other Bucks player scored more than 12 as 

Milwaukee shot an icy 38.8% in losing to Atlanta, 90-85. 

The Bucks' shooting percentage was their third worst and their 85 points were tied for their second 

fewest in a game this year. 

Making the loss sting even more was the fact the Hawks won despite shooting just 36.7% — their worst 

outing of the season from the floor and the lowest by a winning team in the Eastern Conference. 

In addition to their strong defensive effort, they made up for their poor performance from the field by 

cashing in 19 Bucks turnovers for 32 points. On Friday night, the Bucks scored 30 points off 22 Hawks 

turnovers. 

"Turnovers happen," said coach Jason Kidd, whose Bucks team has now lost five straight home games to 

the Hawks. "They're a part of our DNA right now that we have to address." 

Added O.J. Mayo: "For a team like that, as efficient as they are offensively, turnovers throughout the 

game kind of hurt our momentum." 

Jeff Teague had 25 points, eight rebounds and seven assists, Al Horford 20 points and nine rebounds and 

Paul Millsap 17 points and eight rebounds to lead the Hawks. 

Mayo added 12 points off the bench, Zaza Pachulia 11 points and 15 rebounds — the latter tying Larry 

Sanders' team high this year — and Brandon Knight 10 points for the Bucks. 

Eight quick points by Middleton — including a pair of threes — gave the Bucks a 73-72 lead with 8 

minutes, 45 seconds left in the game. The Hawks answered with a 10-2 run, sparked by six straight 

points from Teague, to go back in front, 82-75. 

Knight scored on a layup and then a three-pointer from the left wing on consecutive possessions to pull 

Milwaukee to within 82-80 with 3:31 remaining. But the Bucks wouldn't score again until Middleton hit a 

three with just 24.6 seconds left. 

"We had some good looks. We had open looks that we just couldn't convert," Kidd said. "Guys had open 

threes, or we got to the basket and we just couldn't finish. And that happens." 



After shooting 50.6% in beating the Hawks, 107-77, Friday night, the Bucks hit just 4 of 23 shots in the 

first quarter (17.4%) in falling behind, 21-10. The 10 points were a season low for Milwaukee in any 

quarter. 

Fortunately for the Bucks, the Hawks weren't much better offensively. And by midway through the 

second period, Milwaukee actually took the lead at 25-23 with 5:46 left on a Middleton three-pointer. 

Atlanta regained the lead down the stretch and took a 39-37 advantage into halftime despite shooting 

just 34% to the Bucks' 35.7%. 

"We knew they were going to come more aggressive after last night," Pachulia said. "We had a slow 

start. We only scored 10 points in the first quarter, but we came back." 

A Kendall Marshall three-pointer right out of the gate in the second half gave the Bucks a 40-39 lead, but 

a 16-3 run from there put the Hawks back in front, 55-43. 

Milwaukee made a charge to get to within 66-63 at the end of the third quarter but never was able to 

seize any kind of momentum thanks to seven offensive rebounds and 10 second-chance points in the 

period by Atlanta. 

Overall, the Hawks grabbed 17 offensive boards with Horford, Millsap and DeMarre Carroll proving to be 

tough matchups with their activity level. 

"It was going on throughout the whole game. We can't let teams have second-chance opportunities," 

said Pachulia, whose double-double was his second of the year. "Even though we kept them to (a low 

score), they still gained the momentum with that." 

 


