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From Nov. 7-26, spanning 10 games, Hawks guard Dennis Schroder -- who was drafted at the 

tender age of 19 in June 2013 -- has logged 17-plus minutes six times and scored in double 

figures five times.  

ATLANTA -- It's hard to miss Atlanta Hawks guard Dennis Schroder on the 

court these days -- aside from the distinguishable patch of blond follicles from his 

otherwise-dark-brown hair. 

In Year 2 of his development, the 21-year-old Schroder (pronounced Shru-derr) 

has begun to understand the delicate art of being perhaps the fastest player on 

the court ... while also finding delibrerate clarity with the anticipatory demands 

of his job. 

Something akin to experiencing a slow-motion crispness within a game that 

moves at a frenetic pace. 



In fact, it may be one of the reasons why head coach Mike Budenholzer has doled 

out increased minutes to the kid in recent weeks (more on that later). 

It may also be why the Hawks franchise has been infused with confidence 

regarding their one-time high draft pick (Round 1 in June 2013) who suddenly 

bears the look of a lethal work-in-progress -- compared to a fingers-crossed, 

down-the-road project. 

And given the status of most modern-day players drafted from European 

countries, who could blame the Hawks if they had imagined the latter just 17 

months after selecting Schroder -- only 19 at the time? 

* * * 

Unlike its predecessors, the 2013 NBA Draft was longer on prospects with 

indefinable "potential" than immediate plug-and-play performers. 

How else to explain that No. 1 overall pick Anthony Bennett has already been 

traded to the Minnesota Timberwolves -- as part of the Cleveland 

Cavaliers' blockbuster trade involving Kevin Love (summer of 2014). 

Or how the Philadelphia 76ers never allowed Nerlens Noel (No. 6 overall pick 

in 2013) to suit up last season, even though the Kentucky star (knee surgery) 

could have potentially squeezed in 10-15 games at the end of a rookie campaign? 

The Hawks were certainly no different on that draft night, in terms of weighing 

the pros and cons of upside within the second cluster of supposed blue-chippers, 

landing Brazilian center Lucas Nogueira (No. 16 overall) and Schroder (No. 17 

overall) on back-to-back selections. 

For instance, on Draft Night 2013, then-GM Danny Ferry (currently on a leave of 

absence from the club) was certainly optimistic about both teenagers and their 

down-the-road potential. But roughly 12 months later, Atlanta would trade 

Nogueira to Toronto as a means of clearing out salary-cap space -- in advance of 

a potential high-profile run through free agency. 

Which brings us back to Schroder: His journey to potential NBA stardom may 

still be a long one, but he has also shown flashes of immense raw talent and 

undeniable quickness. 

"Yeah, for sure. I got used to the (game slowing down) this season ... and I think 

(everything's) working well right now," says Schroder. 

His coach agrees with that notion. 



"It's interesting for a player with such speed to talk about the game slowing 

down," said Budenholzer, in his second season with the Hawks, after a 

championship-filled coaching apprenticeship with the Spurs (under Gregg 

Popovich). "But (Dennis) has to understand when to use his speed -- going from 

slow to fast, letting the game slow down and then using your speed. 

"He's really grown in that way." 

* * * 

Being a prominent German athlete in America seems like a sweet gig. It's a rare, 

but enjoyable chance to meet fellow countrymen/women while trekking from 

NBA city to city -- knowing those fans would be supportive at every turn. 

"I think that's awesome, I think that's great ... for the German nation, to come in 

to support me," says Schroder, while clarifying that not all native hoops fans are 

decked out in Germany's colors at every NBA venue. "Sometimes I do, but 

sometimes I don't realize it ... and sometimes, I won't notice there are German 

people in the arena." 

(Quick story: At Philips Arena in late October, a group of Germany fans -- 

wearing World Cup-style soccer jerseys -- politely barraged me with questions 

about the Hawks' up-and-coming guard, dying to know if Schroder has the talent 

to become an All-Star someday. 

My boring response: Only time would tell.) 

On the flip side, professional athletes from Germany must build up an immediate 

tolerance for two media subjects that surely arise at every stop on the NBA 

calendar: 

Dirk Nowitzki and the beautiful game of futbol. 

Schroder hasn't been spared from this default line of questioning, with city-to-

city reporters earnestly probing the Hawks guard for nuggets on his relationship 

with Nowitzki -- the longtime Mavericks superstar and redoubtable godfather 

of Germany's universal hoops movement -- or his own "obsession" level with 

soccer, the world's most popular sport (outside the United States). 

"(Soccer is) the biggest sport in Germany," says Schroder, eyes widening at the 

mere mention of the game. "I played it too (growing up)." 

By contrast, Schroder probably doesn't field many questions about other German 

athletes like Marcel Goc (hockey), David Stori (shot put) or even fencing legend 

Helene Mayer, who endured many hardships in Nazi Germany during the 1930s -



- due to her part-Jewish heritage -- before capturing a silver medal at the 1936 

Summer Olympics in Berlin. 

Of course, we're also obligated to ask the Dirk question, but with a different spin. 

As in, Who was a greater childhood idol -- Nowitzki or Tony Hawk, the 

consensus godfather of skateboarding, Schroder's first sporting love? 

"I (had been) skateboarding since I was like 6 years old," says Schroder, who 

didn't fully commit to basketball until the teenage years. "Tony Hawk (the 

biggest icon of the sport), Paul Rodriguez (highly decorated American street 

skateboarder), all the big skaters. They were my favorite athletes and sports 

guys." 

Upon answering that question, I shared an anecdote with Schroder regarding 

German golfer Martin Kaymer: 

While covering the U.S. Open back in June (Pinehurst, N.C.), and after Kaymer 

had carded 65-65 for the first two rounds (a tournament record after 36 holes), 

the golfer fielded at least three media questions about Germany's upcoming 

World Cup match (three days later). One even speculated on a so-called Plan B if 

the U.S. Open -- arguably the world's most prestigious golf event -- spilled over 

into an 18-hole playoff on Monday (with Kaymer among the finalists). 

Schroder, who learned the proper "balance and footwork" from his vast 

experiences with soccer and skateboarding, can certainly relate to the provincial 

ties that bind athletes from his native country. 

"I try to support every German athlete and try to catch up with every soccer 

player that I know. I try to do it in every sport," says Schroder, blissfully aware of 

how Germany's futbol success has paved the way for athletes in other fields. 

At that point, it's fair to wonder if Schroder ever had the athletic wares to pull off 

the famous '900' move -- first accomplished by Hawk -- where skateboarders 

execute a 2 1/2-revolution aerial spin (900 degrees) ... performed on a 

skateboard ramp? 

Perhaps that's a question for another time. The offseason. 

* * * 

The hallmarks of a burgeoning NBA talent -- especially one who would only be a 

junior at the college level -- involve a boost in minutes and noticeable bump in 

consistent production. 



Schroder fulfills both tenets: From Nov. 8-26, spanning nine games, the second-

year pro logged 17-plus minutes six times -- including a season-high 25 against 

the Heat on Nov. 14 (Atlanta won, 114-103); and since Nov. 7, the kid had 

notched double-digit points five times, four-plus assists five times and multiple 

steals four times. 

That trend may continue this weekend, with the Hawks hosting the New Orleans 

Pelicans and Charlotte Hornets on consecutive nights (Friday/Saturday). For the 

record, Atlanta will entertain different clubs on back-to-back nights just once 

more this season (late January). 

"Dennis, his emergence of playing well has been important, being able to play 

him and Jeff (together) is a good option," says Budenholzer, a one-time hoops 

standout at Pomona College who currently has the Hawks at 7-6. "There's just 

things that you read and see as the game goes on." 

* * * 

Don't let the soft-spoken demeanor of Schroder fool you. Or that he had never 

experienced regular air travel before joining the NBA ranks. 

There's an underlying toughness to his game, whether that entails fearless 

dribble drives to the basket amid heavy traffic, tightening up (in a good way) 

against taller and thicker point guards or running through screens with reckless 

abandon -- as evidenced by his rookie-year tete-a-tete with Sacramento 

Kings center DeMarcus Cousins. 

For that incident, Schroder took the shortest possible route through a Cousins 

pick just outside the lane and walloped the All-Star pivotman below the belt -- an 

occurrence that Schroder chalked up to as accidental, even with the NBA powers-

that-be levying a one-game suspension for the collision. 

That event only enhanced the Schroder comparisons to Rajon Rondo, 

the Celtics' long, lean and ferocious All-Star guard. 

Both assets are 6-foot-1 and under 190 pounds when soaking wet, and yet they 

have the physical upsides to dominate opposing guards -- and mix it up with 

precocious big men. 

For that comparison to be eerily on-point, though, Schroder would need to take a 

quantum leap forward in the coming months. 

In Year 2 of his development (2007-08), Rondo recorded two double-digit-assist 

outings in the first month (December) ... and followed that up with stat-sheet-



stuffing efforts like 15 points, six steals, five rebounds, five assists against 

Orlando (January 2008), 24 points, eight assists, five boards and four steals 

against the L.A. Clippers (February 2008) and 16 assists against Charlotte. 

That last stellar showing, as luck would have it, occurred on Leap Year Day of 

2008. 

Of course, Rondo had an unimpeded path to being Boston's starting lead guard 

for that season, which ended up with the Celtics claiming the franchise's 17th 

world championship. 

Schroder has the luxury of serving under Jeff Teague, who boasts supreme 

averages of 16.9 points, 6.9 assists and 1.4 steals through Nov. 24. 

"Jeff's been very aggressive (lately), taking advantage of his opportunities," said 

Budenholzer on Friday afternoon. "He's in a good place, and we're trying to build 

off that, trying to get everyone else (moving in the same direction)." 

In other words, you know that old football expression of, If you've got two 

quarterbacks, then you really have none? 

Well, thankfully for the Hawks, who thrive on constant ball movement and 

expert perimeter spacing, you can never have enough skilled guards leading a 

dynamic offense that's enjoying top-10 tallies (through Nov. 27) with assists per 

game (4th overall), field-goal percentage (5th), field goals made (7th), 3-pointers 

made (8th), 3-pointers attempted (8th), points per game (8th) and free throws 

made (10th). 

And don't forget about the Hawks' No. 5 league standing with steals (8.5) -- 

partially thanks to Schroder's quick hands -- allowing for easy scoring 

opportunities at the other end. 

 


