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Sefko: Rondo's 2nd game is another slow start by Mavs, who get a 'serious tail-kicking' 

By: Eddie Sefko 

You’ve heard of cosmetic rallies that make a final score look respectable? 

This was the pancake-makeup of rallies. 

The Mavericks were embarrassed for nearly three quarters, falling behind by 24 points to a vastly 

improved Atlanta team. Some hustle from the reserves and a flurry of late 3-pointers allowed the 

Mavericks to look better than they deserved, finally suffering a 105-102 loss to the Hawks. 

Don’t be fooled. This was a serious tail-kicking. 

Coach Rick Carlisle had said going into the game that the Hawks are “the most underrated team in 

basketball.” 

Apparently, that message never made it to his players. 

The Mavericks, sluggish and looking like they had just a little too much Christmas cheer in them, couldn’t 

hang with the Hawks for too long. 

“We’re just not playing very well, you know?” Carlisle said. “We got to play better and we will play 

better. We’re not a finished product with this new alignment. We made some cardinal sins in the first 

half.” 

Not the least of which was getting beat to the rim 12 times on dribble penetration by Atlanta’s quick 

perimeter players. 

They couldn’t stop the Hawks and they couldn’t figure out how to get many easy shots on their end. 

Their league-best offense was completely stifled, scoring just 38 first-half points and only 63 through 

three quarters, after which Atlanta was ahead by 19. 

The Mavericks looked out of sync the whole way, which may be a product of Rajon Rondo still figuring 

things out with his new teammates. 

“You know it’s going to take time and we knew that and it’s going to have its ups and downs, but we 

definitely want a player like him and we’ll get it down,” said Chandler Parsons. “We just can’t get down 

that much and Atlanta is playing well right now so they force you to take tough shots and we didn’t 

make any tonight.” 

The Mavericks had a slow start for the second game in a row since Rondo arrived. 

“We’ve got to fix it,” Parsons said. “Our bench did a great job getting us back in and providing energy 

and we played harder and changed the game a little bit there in the fourth quarter. But we have to play 



with that intensity throughout all 48 minutes and just can’t save it especially when you get down to a 

team as good as Atlanta. It’s tough to come all the way back.” 

The Mavericks didn’t even get the benefit of saving their big-minute players from extended time on the 

court. 

The reserves played well enough to trim the deficit – once 76-52 – down to 82-67 early in the fourth 

quarter. 

The job of Richard Jefferson, J.J. Barea, Devin Harris, Greg Smith and Charlie Villanueva gave Carlisle 

enough hope for a miracle comeback to put the starters back in the game. 

It turned out to be unnecessary wear and tear. Three 3-pointers in the final 42 seconds sliced the deficit 

from 11 to three. 

About all the Mavericks did during the late third quarter through the final buzzer was prove that they 

have some pride and can turn the heat up when they get desperate. 

Dennis Schroder, who was the best German on the court – something never before said in a game Dirk 

Nowitzki was involved in – had 22 points and six assists to lead all five Atlanta starters in double figures. 

Wasted for the Mavericks were a 19-rebound night by Tyson Chandler and 13-point, 11-assist effort 

from Rondo. 

Rondo hoisted 15 shots, two more than Nowitzki and nine more than Parsons. 

That was a product of Atlanta’s defense sagging off Rondo and trying to cut off passing lanes. 

“He’s got to take rhythm shots when they are there and he knows that,” Carlisle said. “He’s got a new 

set of teammates and he hasn’t seen coverages like this playing with Dirk and Monta (Ellis). I liked his 

aggressiveness and he’s going to shoot the ball better as we go along.” 

 


