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Celtics blow big lead in loss to Hawks 

By: Mark Murphy 

ATLANTA — Brad Stevens broke out the film of Sunday’s loss to San Antonio during a team meeting on 

Monday. 

The Celtics coach described the video’s tale as “honest.” He hoped the truth would be constructive. 

Instead, it gave way to more heartbreak. 

The Celtics dropped their fifth straight game with Tuesday night’s 109-105 loss to the Hawks. To fall that 

far, the Celtics first gave away a 23-point first-half lead that had the staying power of whipped cream. 

Wasted was a season-high 19-assist performance by Rajon Rondo, and a torrid team-wide performance 

from downtown, where the Celtics shot 12-for-23. 

Instead, the Celtics were clocked by Kyle Korver’s third six 3-pointer performance of the season, and 

some inspired offense down the stretch from second-year point guard Dennis Schroder – a 19-year-old 

German who grew up idolizing Rondo. 

The Celtics came out of a time out with 6:28 left in the worst way. The Hawks had just converted a shot 

clock violation into an Al Horford dunk, and now Rondo was forced to take and badly miss a 3-pointer 

when the play broke down. 

Horford dunked again, and after two Jeff Green free throws, Korver lined up 3-pointer number six. Jared 

Sullinger lost the ball, and this time Dennis Shroder buried his second 20-footer in four minutes for a 

103-94 Hawks lead with 3:34 left. 

The Cs, now alternately missing and throwing the ball away, went into the last three minutes trailing by 

seven (103-96). 

Evan Turner scored five straight points, including a corner three, but followed up his shooting by over-

throwing Sullinger during a fast break. 

Paul Millsap converted a tough three-point play for a 106-99 lead. Though Sullinger hit from downtown, 

Shroder hit the second of two free throws for a 107-102 Atlanta lead with a minute left. 

Green cut off a Turner feed to make the layup, draw the foul and convert the three-point play with 49.7 

seconds left. 

Atlanta, now with a thinning 107-105 lead, finally blinked when Millsap missed from the paint. 

The Celtics took a time out with 23.8 seconds left, but Green, hemmed in at the 3-point line, drove to 

the line with a pull-up miss. 



Kent Bazemore broke through pressure for the final score. 

 


