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Al Horford still finding his legs as Hawks take flight 

By: Ray Glier 

ATLANTA — Al Horford's reunion with real-time basketball resembles the thermometer here in the 

south in the late fall: 61 in the sun, 45 in the shade. 

It has been up and down, an exhilarating and fitful seven games bouncing along the comeback trail as 

the Atlanta Hawks center tries to get into the rhythm of his game. It is about what he expected after he 

missed most of the 2013-14 season with a torn pectoral muscle. 

"I'm getting there, it's a process getting back rhythm and feeling good," said Horford, who is in his 

seventh NBA season. "I just have to keep playing games; it's a matter of time. It's being able to sustain 

long periods of time on the court. I find myself at times being a little fatigued." 

The 6-10 star dropped 20 points against the Indiana Pacers, 10 against the San Antonio Spurs, 24 against 

the Charlotte Hornets and six against the New York Knicks. 

Horford is the guide for one of the NBA's most unselfish teams and the Hawks missed him in 2013-14 

going 38-44 in the regular season after going 44-38 the season before. The Hawks are 4-3 heading into a 

portentous stretch with the Miami Heat at home Friday night, at the Cleveland Cavaliers on Saturday 

and home with the Los Angeles Lakers next Tuesday. 

"It's huge lift for us to have him back, on a lot of levels," swingman Kyle Korver said. "He has a unique 

skill set for a center, and he has been the captain of this team, he's our leader. To have him on the floor 

and in the locker room gives us another level of confidence. He is a guy we play through in the fourth 

quarter." 

In a sign that rhythm and endurance of actually playing in an NBA game is not automatically bestowed 

upon return, Horford made only four of 10 shots and had four rebounds in Wednesday's 100-97 win 

against the Utah Jazz. 

"It's tough, it's been just seven games, but I think Al has played really well a lot of this stretch, and at 

times I think he is getting his conditioning back," said Atlanta coach Mike Budenholzer. "We're 

pleasantly surprised with how well he has played without a proper training camp. Tonight is not 

indicative of how he has played since the start of the regular season." 

Against the Jazz, Horford had a jump hook swatted away. He couldn't get to a rebound bouncing in the 

lane before it was swept up by the Jazz to start a fastbreak. He air balled a runner down the lane and 

looked gassed in the last two minutes of a particularly long stretch on the floor in the third quarter. 

It will come and go like that for Horford the first few weeks of the season. In the Hawks season opener 

he worked his way around Roy Hibbert and Indiana on 9-for-14 shooting. In a close loss at San Antonio, 



he shot 5-for-14 shots. Two games later, Horford was smooth again with 24 points on 11-for-16 shooting 

against Charlotte. 

A natural face-up big man, Horford next might join the three-point brigade of the other Hawks big men. 

His will be the corner 3 to open the lane for the lickety-split drives of Jeff Teague and Dennis Schroder. 

"It's a shot I have to develop and a shot I've been working on," Horford said. 

Once Horford gets settled and forward DeMarre Carroll returns from an injury, the Hawks will spread 

the floor with shooters, feature their depth, and likely be among the upper echelon squads in the 

Eastern Conference. The centerpiece talent is All-Star forward Paul Millsap (30 points vs. Jazz). Like he 

did with Joe Johnson and Josh Smith, Horford will defer to Millsap who busts up the defense with threes 

and aggressive play at the rim. 

Horford is an ideal fit for the ball movement, spacing, and stretch attack of Atlanta's offense. He sets 

screens and forces the defense to honor the pick and roll and step back jumper and not collapse on a 

driver. He moves the ball and he finds the open man. There was something lacking in defensive 

presence around the rim against the Jazz, but Horford always contests on defense without fouling. 

Some players might get fussy managing a comeback, but Korver said Horford's temperament shows why 

he is the captain of the squad and has so much influence in the locker room. 

"He is a very calming presence," Korver said. "He is never down. He might have a moment during a 

game, but he is one of those rare people in life who is always up. He didn't play basketball for 10 

months, but he's never negative, never critical." 

 


