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Spurs hold off Hawks' rally 

 By: Jeff McDonald 

The number mentioned most often in the Spurs' locker room after Wednesday's 94-92 win over Atlanta 

at the AT&T Center was not 21. 

That was how many turnovers the Spurs committed, and it was an important number. 

Neither was the most-often mentioned number 11. That was how many foul shots the Spurs missed, not 

exactly helping their cause. 

Nor was it 17, the margin of the Spurs' largest first-quarter lead, of which they squandered every bit to 

allow Atlanta to briefly sneak ahead in the fourth quarter. 

Instead, all players could talk about was the number three. 

That's how many called plays the Spurs -- Team Corporate knowledge -- mucked up in the final three 

minutes, nearly allowing the upstart Hawks to steal the game. 

"To mess up three plays, almost in a row, in the last three minutes -- it's pretty bad," guard Manu 

Ginobili said. "We're not always going to end up with a win if we do that type of thing." 

The Spurs held on, thanks in part to five Ginobili foul shots in the final 1:01, to win their 17th in a row at 

home over Atlanta -- extending a streak that dates to Feb. 15, 1997. 

It was the 900th career victory together for Tim Duncan and Gregg Popovich, making them the first 

player-coach duo in NBA history to reach that plateau. 

It's not one many in silver and black might choose to remember for long after Wednesday. 

Duncan was about as good as a 38-year-old could be, packing the stat sheet for 17 points, 13 rebounds 

and six blocks. His final swat of the night, of a driving Kyle Korver with 23.9 seconds left, helped seal the 

game. 

But the Spurs (2-1) were offensively off-kilter. They went the final 3:57 without a field goal, and it nearly 

doomed them to a loss that would have been historic. 

"We got tired," Popovich said, suggesting his team's conditioning is still a work in progress. "We're not in 

great shape. We got tired in the second half, but we hung in pretty well." 

Atlanta coach Mike Budenholzer, a former Popovich assistant, found a message in his team's comeback 

against the defending NBA champions. 



"Whatever it may be, we just have to play through everything," Budenholzer said. "Things can change in 

an NBA game if you play through everything." 

Ginobili saw a different lesson in Atlanta's rally, which the Spurs undoubtedly aided and abetted. 

"We've got to bring our head to the game," he said, "not only our bodies." 

The Spurs were solid defensively, limiting Atlanta (1-2) to 41.3-percent shooting and keeping the 

sharpshooting Korver off the 3-point line (1 for 5). 

It was three plays in the fourth quarter -- or, as Popovich barked at his team in a late-game timeout 

"three (expletive) plays" -- that nearly swung the outcome a different direction. 

The last of them came with 30.9 seconds left, with the Spurs ahead 91-90 after Al Horford had missed at 

the other end. 

Tony Parker miscommunicated with Duncan on a roll, resulting in Horford picking off his pass for Spurs' 

turnover No. 21. 

"Fourth quarter was awful in execution," said Duncan, who missed 5 of his 12 foul shots but still finished 

with the 799th double-double of his career. 

"We have four or five plays where we didn't run what we called." 

Wednesday's victory -- technically the Spurs' most lopsided of the young season -- would not come easy. 

Horford gave Atlanta its first lead, 90-88, on a 15-footer with 1:16 to go. Ginobili put the Spurs back up 

moments later, drawing a foul on Korver while attempting a 3-pointer, then sinking all three free 

throws. 

After Atlanta's Jeff Teague knotted the score again with a drive, Ginobili drew another foul on Korver -- 

this one with 3.8 seconds left. His pair of foul shots gave the Spurs the final lead of the game. 

If the degree of difficulty was surprising, it shouldn't be. It turns out even Big Threes who have been 

together for 12 seasons need time to gel. 

"Like everybody, you start from the beginning," said Parker, who had 17 points and seven assists but 

was tagged for seven turnovers. "It's only the third game of the regular season. We just have to play 

better. That's it." 

That led to another number that did not come up in the Spurs' locker room, but could have. 

Seventy-nine. 

That's how many games the Spurs have left to get it right. 

 


