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HAWKS VISIT ATLANTA VA MEDICAL CENTER ON VETERANS DAY 

Troops from Ft. Gordon Join Players, Coaches and Cheerleaders for NBA Cares Hoops for Troops Project  

 

ATLANTA, GA ----- Atlanta Hawks players, coaches and cheerleaders teamed with soldiers from Fort Gordon to visit 

veterans and their families at the Atlanta VA Medical Center on Veterans Day, Nov. 11.  

 

“We can say ‘thank you,’ but ‘thank you’ is not enough for what these people have done for us, what they continue to 

do for our country, fighting for our freedom. We’re here today because of them,” said Hawks forward Paul Millsap. 

 

The team and cheerleaders were split into groups and paired with currently-enlisted troops as they made their rounds 

visiting veterans and surprising them with gifts as a token of the organization’s gratitude for their service. Patients in the 

hospital were given Hawks t-shirts and autographs, and also posed for photos with the players, coaches and 

cheerleaders. 

 

The hospital visit honored the Commitment to Service initiative, introduced this season as part of NBA Cares Hoops for 

Troops. Commitment to Service is a collaborative effort made by the NBA, the Department of Defense, Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Martin E. Dempsey and Secretary of Defense, Chuck Hagel. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Payne Korver Bud – Atlanta Hawks players Adreian Payne and Kyle Korver, Head Coach Mike Budenholzer and U.S. Army 

Sergeant First Class Timothy Boland pose with a Veteran at the Atlanta VA Medical Center in Decatur, GA on Nov. 11. 

(Photo by Jennifer Boxley/Hawks Photos) 

 

Millsap Cheerleaders Horford – Atlanta Hawks players Paul Millsap and Al Horford, and U.S. Army Sergeant Major James 

Grady pose with a Veteran at the Atlanta VA Medical Center in Decatur, GA on Nov. 11. (Photo by Jennifer Boxley/Hawks 

Photos) 

 

Wilkins and Soldiers – Atlanta Hawks legend Dominique Wilkins poses with soldiers from Fort Gordon at the Atlanta VA 

Medical Center in Decatur, GA on Nov. 11. (Photo by Jennifer Boxley/Hawks Photos) 

 

 

### 

 

The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1968, strive to be champions on the court and 

in the community and to create lifelong memories along the way. On the court, the Hawks have reached the playoffs in 

seven consecutive seasons, which is the longest streak in the Eastern Conference. Off the court, the Hawks have 

awarded millions in charitable and in-kind contributions since 2004, including grants to area non-profits, scholarships for 

high school students and renovation of basketball courts in underserved neighborhoods. Philips Arena is consistently 

ranked among the top 10 concert and event venues in the world. In April 2009, Philips Arena became the first NBA arena 

to achieve LEED certification for an existing building as specified by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC). 

Atlanta Hawks Membership which includes your seat for every home game for the 2014-15 regular season games are on 

sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on 

to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 

 



 

 


