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Paul Millsap, Atlanta Hawks give Utah Jazz an 'L' 

By: Jody Genessy 

 Because of a spelling error on his jersey, Wednesday night began with one “L” for Paul “Milsap.” 

Because of the All-Star’s huge performance, clutch shooting by former Jazzman Kyle Korver and late-

game domination by Atlanta, the night ended with one “L” for the Utah Jazz. 

The Hawks scored the final 11 points to eke out a 100-97 win, their third in a row, while sending Utah to 

its second-consecutive road loss. 

“That’s tough,” Jazz coach Quin Snyder said, “because we played really well.” 

For the second game in a row, visiting Utah (3-6) held an eight-point lead in the fourth quarter. On 

Monday, the Pacers ran away with their 97-86 win by controlling the final six minutes. 

This time around, the Jazz didn’t score after shooting guard Alec Burks hit a long jumper to put Utah up 

97-89 with 4:34 remaining. 

“They made some shots. We missed some shots,” Burks said of the critical final minutes. “It’s the name 

of the game. It’s as simple as that. … The ball didn’t bounce our way.” 

It seemed simple late for the Hawks, who also rallied out of a 13-point hole in the first half. 

After Burks scored the final of his 22 points, Millsap sparked the game-ending run for the Hawks with 

two inside buckets. 

Korver then put Atlanta (4-3) ahead for good with a 3-point swish with 58 seconds to go. 

That helped spoil the return of Snyder, who spent the 2013-14 season as an assistant under Hawks 

coach Mike Budenholzer. 

Worst part for Snyder and the Jazz? 

It might’ve been Korver’s admission to reporters after he totaled 17 points with four 3-pointers, 10 

rebounds and six assists. 

“I practiced that shot last year with Quin,” said Korver, who was effusive in heaping compliments on 

Snyder, his mentor last season. 

“That (shot) was the one he was always trying to get me to work on. It’s a little ironic that the first time I 

shoot it, it’s tonight.” 

Another thing that was partly ironic and fully painful for the Jazz? 



The fact that they had no answer for Millsap. The 6-8 power forward, who spent his first seven seasons 

in Utah, had season-highs in points (30) and rebounds (17) while also contributing three assists, two 

steals and two blocks. 

“Paul’s a really tough matchup for everybody,” Snyder admitted. 

“Paul had a great (night),” Burks said of his former teammate. “He’s an All-Star. We all know that. We 

know what Paul’s capable of. He did what he had to do for his team.” 

It wasn’t until after the game that Millsap — yes, with two L's — found out about the jersey mistake, 

which made the Internet rounds after a TV camera caught a glimpse of his misspelled last name. 

Hawks officials gave him a different jersey to change into during the first timeout. But Millsap was told 

that he had blood on the uniform top because the team didn’t want to interrupt his rhythm, according 

to The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 

On this night, it might not have mattered. 

Millsap was just in one of those workmanlike modes, hustling to collect rebounds along with muscling 

and maneuvering his way to a 13-for-23 shooting night. All of his points — and attempts — came from 

inside the arc (nine shots) or 3-point land (4-8). Remarkably, Millsap didn’t shoot one free throw during 

his best game of the 2014-15 season. 

 


