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Hornets win on Stephenson buzzer-beater, 122-119, in 2OT 

By: Rick Bonnell 

Here’s Lance Stephenson’s description of the by-play in the huddle that led to the shot: 

“I said, ‘Come on, coach: Give me the call. …And I made it.” 

Yes he did – a bank shot from 33 feet that gave the Charlotte Hornets a 122-119 overtime victory over 

the Atlanta Hawks. 

Stephenson grew up with the nickname “Born Ready,” but this was in fact his first-ever buzzer-beating 

game-winner: Not as a pro, not as a college player, not as a preps start in New York City. 

So the occasion called for some celebration. 

“I jumped on top of the scorer’s table,” said Stephenson (17 points and 13 rebounds). “I got hype.” 

Point guard Kemba Walker had his chance to win this game on the Hornets’ previous possession, but 

Hawks point guard Jeff Teague blocked Walker’s shot, eventually leading to a shot-clock violation. 

That gave the Hawks possession with 2.7 seconds left in a tie game. Remarkably Hawks shooting guard 

Kyle Korver was called for an offensive foul before the ball was in-bounded. 

In the ensuing timeout Stephenson made his impassioned request for the last shot. Coach Steve 

Clifford’s reply? 

“All right, let’s go,” Stephenson recalled Clifford saying before outlining a play in which Stephenson 

could create off the dribble or pass to power forward Marvin Williams. 

“Wasn’t for me,” Walker said, sounding fine with his brief decoy role. 

It also wasn’t for center Al Jefferson, who had left the game with severe cramps. Jefferson said he had 

no doubt Stephenson was ready for this moment six games into his tenure with the Hornets. 

“Lance is tough as nails,” said Jefferson, who finished with 34 points. “Those New York guys.” 

This victory evened the Hornets’ record at 3-3. This game, combined with Wednesday’s victory over the 

Miami Heat, felt like a major turnaround. The Heat and Hawks were the two toughest Eastern 

Conference teams for the then-Bobcats to beat in recent seasons. 

“Our togetherness is starting to get a lot better,” said Walker (15 points, 10 assists and nine rebounds). 

“Our aggressiveness, too.” 

Walker struggled early to guard Teague (22 points, 15 assists), but he pestered him into two offensive 

fouls late – two of the nine offensive fouls called on the Hawks Friday. 



The Hornets fell behind by 10 in the game’s first six minutes – slow starts have been frequent this 

season – but they pushed back to take a lead on Stephenson’s layup with 8 1/2 minutes left in the first 

half. 

“We had a couple of really big breaks go against us. We could have put our heads down and we didn’t,” 

Clifford said. “That’s a big positive.” 

That new sense of togetherness could be tested in an upcoming four-game West Coast trip. The Hornets 

start that Sunday night against the Los Angeles Lakers. 

 


