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Hawks Defeat Spurs With Strong Passing Attack; Leonard Injury Update 

 By: Paul Garcia 

‘Good shots for great shots.’ Last season, the phrase was used by San Antonio Spurs players in 

interviews, and broadcasts as well. Wednesday in a preseason game against the Atlanta Hawks, it wasn’t 

a Spurs player who used the phrase, but instead a Hawks player. 

“Guys were making the extra pass,” said Hawks guard Shelvin Mack after the Hawks’ 117-107 victory 

over the Spurs. “I don’t know how many assists we had, but guys were willing to pass up good shots for 

great shots. When you do that, you’re able to score a lot of points.” 

Before the game even tipped off, Hawks guard Jeff Teague said facing the Spurs these days is like an 

“open practice” because the Hawks run almost identical offensive sets, since Mike Budenholzer was a 

former assistant coach under Gregg Popovich for a long tenure. 

After the game, Spurs guard Manu Ginobili said the Hawks are playing at a high level as they’re 

preparing to start the regular season. The Hawks tallied 29 assists on their 40 made baskets – a 73% 

assist on made basket percentage. Last season, the Hawks ranked first inassist on made 

basket percentage at 67% for the regular season. 

“They are going to be a really good team,” said Popovich of the Hawks after the game. “They are starting 

to understand the system and believe in the system.” 

For the Spurs on the other hand, their offense wasn’t as efficient as Atlanta’s outside of the first quarter. 

San Antonio finished the game with 21 turnovers for 34 points, but both teams did shoot over 51% from 

the floor. The Spurs continued to use the game as a method for conditioning and allowing young players 

to gain some minutes, as Tim Duncan didn’t even play in the second half. 

Tony Parker finished with 17 points and seven assists in 27 minutes, Cory Joseph scored 14 points off the 

bench, and Boris Diaw, Austin Daye, and rookie Kyle Anderson all scored in double-figures. Marco 

Belinelli was on a conditioning assignment per Popovich, as he started the game and played 26 minutes 

on the night. 

The Spurs’ final preseason game will be Friday in Houston against the Rockets. 

Leonard, Splitter injury update 

Before Wednesday’s game, Popovich said Splitter and Leonard still weren’t ready to play. Leonard in 

particular, with his eye infection that has spread to both eyes, has been training and trying to work out, 

however Popovich, said the infection can spread, so he hasn’t been able to be around the team or come 

to the games. 

After the game, Danny Green gave an update on his last observation of Leonard. 



“They’re not red anymore,” said Green of Leonard’s eyes, “but they’re still swollen.” 

 


