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New Orleans Pelicans done in by slow start, fall to Atlanta Hawks, 93-87 

By Nakia Hogan 

It was only the second preseason game, and these contests won't begin to count for another three 

weeks, but what happened Monday night at Philips Arena was enough to leave the casual observer of 

the New Orleans Pelicans flummoxed. 

The Pelicans didn't carry over any of the momentum from their preseason-opening win against the 

Miami Heat on Saturday. 

Instead they missed open shots, fell behind early and never fully recovered, as the Atlanta Hawks won 

93-87 in front of a sparse crowd. 

"We got to have the juice from the start," coach Monty Williams said. "We just didn't have that 

consistently tonight."  

The Pelicans, who played their starters for much of the first half, had trouble keeping pace early with the 

Hawks. 

Atlanta routinely took advantage of the Pelicans early missed shots and turned defensive mismatches 

into easy shots. 

The Hawks shot just 41.9 percent from the field (61.1 percent in the first quarter), but they made 42.1 

percent of their 3-point attempts. 

Meanwhile, the Pelicans didn't come close to resembling their shooting performance from the 

preseason opener. They finished the game shooting just 36.6 percent from the field, 37.5 percent from 

3-point range and 64.3 percent from the free throw line. 

"It's hard to pinpoint that," Williams said. "We missed so many shots tonight we were in transition a ton. 

When you miss, especially threes you end up guarding another man. There were times our bigs were 

guarding small and they were driving us and breaking down our defense and finding guys for threes. 

"You can't allow that to mess with you, but when you do miss shots like that it tends to be deflating. 

Look at the other night, we couldn't miss. Tonight to start the game and throughout the game we just 

didn't shoot it as well as we can." 

Ryan Anderson, who played 25 minutes, led the Pelicans with 14 points. Jrue Holiday scored 13 points, 

while Eric Gordon added 13 and Anthony Davis had 12, all in 25 minutes apiece. Jimmer Fredette scored 

10 points to round out the Pelicans double-digit scorers. 

Omer Asik, the Pelicans' prize offseason acquisition, didn't do much on the offensive end, but he was a 

force on the boards. He had a game-high 12 rebounds in 19 minutes to go along with his five points. 



Although the Pelicans struggled, one bright spot was the play of Holiday, who after a slow start picked 

up his play in the second and third quarters and showed signs that he's closing in on being 100 percent 

after having surgery last season to repair a stress fracture in his tibia. 

"Last game I probably took two shots," Holiday said. "Today I may have taken 13 or 14. I am just trying 

to get back into a rhythm. My first four shots were just terrible. But (Williams) kept telling me it was 

going to take time and to keep on shooting." 

It could take quite a bit more time for the starter at small forward to distinguish himself. 

None of the three players – Darius Miller, Luke Babbitt or John Salmons -- competing for the starting 

small forward position was able to make much of a contribution. 

Miller, who started for the second straight game and appeared to be the early favorite to win the job, 

did little to distinguish himself, although he didn't appear to make any glaring errors. He finished with 

two points in eight minutes. 

Babbitt received the second string minutes. But unlike Saturday when his 3-point shooting helped the 

Pelicans win, Babbitt struggled from the perimeter. He was 0-for-6 from the field, including 0-for-5 on 

threes, and scored just two points. 

Salmons has made little to no impact in his first two games with the Pelicans. Against the Hawks, he 

went scoreless in 16 minutes, missing both his field goal attempts and grabbing just one rebound. 

"It was a tough game all around," Babbitt said. "I can't think of too many things that I did well 

personally, especially in the first half. I came out with a little better energy in the second half. It's a good 

learning lesson." 

John Jenkins led the Hawks, who were playing their preseason opener, with 13 points. The Pelicans 

dropped to 1-1 in the preseason. 

With the Pelicans off to a slow start, the Hawks built a 34-18 first quarter lead, then took a 59-48 lead 

into halftime. 

The Pelicans' reserves managed to cut the margin to as few little as 86-83 on a put-back dunk by Patric 

Young with 4:34 remaining. But they could get no closer. 

"We just missed shots early that we normally make," Davis said. "We kind of played on our heals in that 

first quarter. I know it's preseason, but the starting unit can't allow a team to get off to them kind of 

starts. 

"But we'll be fine. We'll get back in the gym tomorrow and try to get things figured out." 

 


