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Express Yourself: NBA’s Mike Scott Explains His Sweet Emoji Tatoos 

By Sam Laird 

Mike Scott of the Atlanta Hawks is a very good basketball player, but he's not an NBA star. For one night 

last April though, he was a star of the Internet when a Hawks playoff game was broadcast on national TV 

and millions of previously clueless fans realized something amazing about him.  

Mike Scott has emoji tattoos. Lots of them. Everywhere.  

We investigated as thoroughly as we could then but Scott was unavailable to talk at the time, being in 

thick of the NBA playoff race and all. Months of doggedly harassing Hawks PR paid off though, and the 

gregarious Scott gave us a ring after practice on Monday to discuss his emoji tattoos.  

What follows is a lightly-edited transcript of our conversation.  

Q&A with Mike Scott 

Mashable When did you first get into the tat game and how many tattoos do you have total now?: 

Scott: I started very late, honestly. My junior year in college. I didn't have my ears pierced or any tattoos 

— not until my later years of college. But I've honestly really stopped counting. I know people hate when 

you say that, but I really just stopped counting after college.  

Is it, like, more than 20 total? And what percentage would you estimate are emojis? 

Oh, it's definitely more than 20. Definitely more than 20. About 80%, 85% are emojis, I would say.  

Do you get many comments on the court from other players? 

Actually just the other day — Vince Carter. I have that lips emoji on my neck and he was asking me 

during the game if that was a specific lady's lips or whose lips or what. I said 'No, it's no one's lips. It's 

just the emoji lips.' 

Vince is getting pretty old though. Do you think he really got it? 

[Laughs] I mean, I don't think he understood they were emojis. Obviously I didn't have time to sit there 

and explain the whole emoji thing in the middle of the game. I just told him, 'Nah, nah, it's no one's lips, 

and kept going with the game. 

So why emojis? I'd never really seen emoji tattoos before yours. 

The story behind it is I just use emojis a lot when I text. It's me; it's original. People are doing it now, but 

no one else had it before I started getting into it. I dunno — I guess I started the trend. It's a trend I see 

now but for sure no one had it when I started.  



Sometimes they say what you can't say. They can express the words that you can't say about how you 

feel. You can do a whole conversation just using emojis and people will understand. I actually do that a 

lot.  

What's the one emoji that doesn't exist that you think is missing? 

They definitely need a middle finger emoji. I can't think of many others but that's definitely one I'd like 

to use for a couple people.  

What was the first emoji tattoo you got and when did you get it? 

My first emoji tattoo was after after my rookie year, that summer [in 2013], going into my sophomore 

year. They were on top of my shoulder, the orange mean face emoji, then the purple devil face emoji.  

What was your most recent emoji tattoo? 

I just got six more, about a week and a half or two weeks ago, along my shoulders. I posted a photo on 

Instagram. Those six are my latest.  

Let's talk about some of your specific tats now. I see you have the heart-eyes smiley face. Why that 

one? 

It's just one of my favorites. I try to get the most out of the emojis I use the most, and that's one of 

them.  

Yeah, it's a great one. But what about those two girls kind of dancing side by side? You have that one 

too, but that's a pretty rare emoji. 

Yeah, I just like it. I got the two girls on one arm and then the lady in the red dress on the other. I guess 

you could say I got my girls on one side and then my mistress on the other side. [Laughs.] 

I don't even know how to use the two girls one. What do you use it for? 

[Laughs] Man, you can use it for a lot of things. I won't go into too much detail, but I always find a way 

when people text to get them to understand the emojis I'm using.  

What's your next emoji tattoo? 

I always know but I never tell. They just pop up and people say, 'Hey, is that new?' And I'm like, 'Yup.' I 

never tell, but I always know before. I already know what's next.  

Did you see that Drake recently got a tattoo of the prayer-hands emoji? 

[Laughs] Yeah, people were tagging me in his post. It was pretty funny.  

Do you welcome him to the emoji tat game or do you feel like he's biting off your style a little too 

much? 



[Laughs] I don't even have that emoji, so I don't feel like it's copying. I don't feel like it's copying. At this 

point it's just like, 'Everybody join! Everybody get them!' 

 


