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Finally Fully Healthy, Jenkins Soaring So Far 

By Jaryd Wilson 

Following last season's back surgery that kept him out most of last season, John Jenkins wasn't quite 

ready to make a comeback in Summer League. He never looked right, playing just two games before the 

Hawks pulled the plug. 

After two preseason games, any concerns fans or media members had about his health should be gone. 

"I definitely feel like I'm back," he said after Saturday's game. "I had more time to rehab, to play 5-on-5 

and get used to the rhythm of the game again. I feel good." 

His play through two games, albeit preseason, would certainly back up his claim. He's 10/13 from the 

field (77%) and 3/5 from three-point range (60%). He's been active on the glass as well (4.5 rebounds 

per game) and looks much more engaged on the defensive end, which is something Coach Bud said hurt 

his chances for more playing time prior to last season's injury. 

So far, Jenkins is downplaying the strong preseason start. 

"I just go out there and try to play hard. The rest will take care of itself." 

Jenkins is expected to play a role off the bench for Atlanta this season. How involved he'll be is still to be 

determined, but he's part of what looks so far to be a very deep bench, one that was only a few baskets 

away from pulling out a win against most of the Grizzlies' starting lineup in the fourth quarter Saturday. 

He said trading blow-for-blow with Mike Conley, Zach Randolph and Marc Gasol gave the reserves 

some confidence. 

"I think it's big time for us. I wish we could have pulled it out, but for us to be in the game, play hard and 

compete against them was good." 

 


