
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 10/16/14 
CONTACT: Garin Narain or Jelani Downing, Hawks Corporate Communications (404) 878-3800 

 
 

MEDIA ADVISORY/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 
 

WHAT: Atlanta Hawks 2014 NBA Cares Event 
  

WHO:   Atlanta Hawks Full Team and Coaching Staff 
 Wes Wilcox, Atlanta Hawks Assistant General Manager 

 David Lee, Atlanta Hawks SVP, External Affairs/Executive Director, Atlanta Hawks Foundation 
 Atlanta Hawks Cheerleaders 
 Students from The B.E.S.T. Academy 

  

WHEN: Friday, October 17, 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  
 

WHERE: Philips Arena – Hawks Locker Room and Practice Court 
  
  

As part of the NBA Cares initiative and the Hawks’ Building Bridges through Basketball initiative, the Atlanta Hawks are 
partnering with The Business, Engineering, Science, and Technology (B.E.S.T.) Academy High School to give 40 students 
exclusive access to the organization’s basketball operations department. Students will sign a one-day contract with the club and 
be addressed by Head Coach Mike Budenholzer and David Lee, the Hawks’ SVP of External Affairs/Executive Director of the 
Atlanta Hawks Foundation. The effort also supports the My Brother’s Keeper initiative launched by the White House in 2014 and 
supported by the NBA, the National Basketball Players Association and the National Basketball Retired Players Association. 
 
The behind-the-scenes experience will teach students basketball skills, inform them about off-the-court careers, and provide 
lessons in teamwork, decision making and dedication.  Students will rotate through stations in the locker room, practice court, 
film room, weight room and training room before engaging in a discussion and Q&A with Assistant General Manager Wes 
Wilcox. 
 

The B.E.S.T. Academy High School is an all-male school which strives to shape its students into well-rounded young men by 
espousing the values of a solid work ethic, good citizenship and a sense of morality that supports the community. 
 

Building Bridges through Basketball aims to use the sport as a vehicle to engage the community and make Hawks basketball 
more inclusive to the fans and citizens of Atlanta. 
 

NBA Cares is the league’s global community outreach initiative that addresses important social issues such as education, youth 
and family development, and health and wellness. 
 

My Brother’s Keeper was launched by President Obama to address persistent opportunity gaps faced by boys and young men 
of color and put them on a path to success by building education, mentor and job opportunities in underserved communities.  
 

Parking Instructions: Parking will be available in Media Lot A. Please enter through the loading dock entrance. 
 

Media planning to attend should RSVP to Jelani.Downing@hawks.com. 
  

For more information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com.  
 

### 
 

The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1968, strive to be champions on the court and in the community and to create 

lifelong memories along the way. On the court, the Hawks have reached the playoffs in seven consecutive seasons, which is the longest streak in the Eastern 

Conference. Off the court, the Hawks have awarded millions in charitable and in-kind contributions since 2004, including grants to area non-profits, 

scholarships for high school students and renovation of basketball courts in underserved neighborhoods. Philips Arena is consistently ranked among the top 

10 concert and event venues in the world. In April 2009, Philips Arena became the first NBA arena to achieve LEED certification for an existing building as 

specified by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC). Atlanta Hawks Membership which includes your seat for every home game for the 2014-15 

regular season games are on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on 

to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 


