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Reed says six groups want to buy Hawks, ‘incentives’ might be offered, and a new stadium isn’t out of 

the question 

By Thomas Wheatley 

Mayor Kasim Reed says the city will play an "important role" in helping to decide who will purchase 

Atlanta Hawks majority co-owner Bruce Levenson's stake in the team - and is warning Atlantans that 

they might be asked to help keep the team in the city limits if need be. 

At a press conference yesterday, the mayor said six prospective buyers have expressed interest in 

purchasing the Hawks. Levenson announced he was selling his stake in the team following the release of 

a 2012 email he wrote that stereotyped the Hawks' black fans. 

Reed said he can't share the names of prospective buyers - he said the people interested in the team 

"have significant resources" that he thinks will "help improve the long-term performance of the team." 

But he did say the city would help decide who would take over Levenson's (and potentially his business 

partner's) majority stake. 

"We have an interest that the new buyer wants to keep the team in the city - and in the city [limits]," 

Reed said. 

The mayor wants assurances that a "prospective owner will make a long-term commitment to keep the 

Hawks in the city of Atlanta and make a long-term commitment not to move the franchise." 

One reason is because the Hawks are a tenant in Philips Arena. The Atlanta-Fulton County Recreation 

Authority, which the mayor currently controls via board appointments, owns and is still paying off the 

debt on the Downtown arena. Another motivation, left unspoken: two teams have left Atlanta since 

2011. 

Reed said he doesn't think the team would exit Atlanta, considering in part that the team's other co-

owners have ties to the city. 

In addition, everyone he's chatted with "who has the means to purchase [Levenson's] interest has said, 

[individually], that they want significant minority representation." Since Levenson's email was released, 

General Manager Danny Ferry has taken an indefinite leave of absence after audio was released of him 

making racist comments about Luol Deng. Team management has apologized to fans and the 

community and pledged to hire a chief diversity officer. 

Former Hawks star Dominique Wilkins, who stood alongside Reed and local businessman Tommy 

Dortch, said he'd be interested in playing a role in the team's future. Wilkins is currently employed as 

the Hawks' Vice President of Basketball. 

"I've been here a very long time," Wilkins said. "To personally help represent the franchise to our fans 

and loyal fans who supported me all these years - they deserve that." 



But keeping the Hawks in the city, Reed says, might require - wait for it - "assistance." Or "incentives." 

What form that could take, if at all, could depend on the new owner. But Reed says whatever's offered 

will be tied to keeping the team in Atlanta, he said. 

Last November, when the Braves first announced the baseball team was leaving Atlanta for Cobb 

County, Reed argued that the city couldn't meet its incentives request and had already committed to 

helping the Atlanta Falcons. "I certainly wasn't going to try to finance two stadium deals at the same 

time," he told reporters, making clear distinctions between the Braves and Falcons deals. 

Now City Hall's lawyers and finance officials say Atlanta has "some good [financial] capacity," Reed said. 

And when the Braves finally bid farewell to Turner Field in 2017 - that's another story - the sale of the 

17-year-old stadium and the surrounding land could provide a financial cushion. 

When Katie Leslie of the AJC asked Reed if a new stadium could be part of the assistance package, he did 

not answer. 

You could argue that Reed is showing his hand by letting a perspective buyer know that the city's willing 

to provide "assistance" to stay in town. But doing so gives the public - and the Atlanta City Council - a 

heads up so they're not blindsided when or if that discussion begins, he said.  

 

"What I wasn't going to do was have a public conversation and inform you that wasn't a possibility," 

Reed said. "I don't know right now that we will. But if you look at other teams, the cities have provided 

some form of assistance." 

Talks will move fast, Reed said. Before the presser, the mayor said, he spoke with other owners of the 

Hawks. He's also had conversations with CEO Steve Koonin. He's scheduled to meet with NBA 

Commissioner Adam Silver later this month. 

 


