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Levenson responds to supporters with email 

By Chris Vivlamore 

Hawks controlling owner Bruce Levenson sent emails to supporters who have reached out to him during 

the recent controversy that has led him to sell his share of the team. Levenson made his announcement 

Sunday after an inflammatory email he sent to general manager Danny Ferry was discovered in an 

internal investigation. 

In an email obtained by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Levenson writes: 

Friends, 

I am sending this email to the 2,478 people who sent me kind emails in the past week. I also got 

hundreds of texts, written notes and phone calls. I tried to respond to each of you but may have missed a 

couple. Please know your kind words and stories were powerful ointment for me and my family. While 

my kids and Karen have held my hand, you have held my heart. Many of you are friends, and many 

others are co-workers, business associates, basketball players, coaches, team owners, clergy, and 

complete strangers. Men signed notes “love” and many of you have kept checking back. 

Earlier this summer I attended a lecture where the speaker was trying to make the point that the 

opposite of love is judgment. I didn’t quite get it but I do now. 

I returned to the office for the first time today. I will be ok. You have been wonderful. I am forever 

indebted. 

Love, 

Bruce 

PS – Many of you asked questions like “what’s really going on here.” I have stayed silent but in the past 

couple of days many articles have appeared that shed some light on your questions and frankly bring me 

some comfort in the aftermath of articles the first day or two. Below are links to a few. 

http://time.com/3296175/bruce-levenson-atlanta-hawks-racist-email-kareem-abdul-jabbar/ 

http://espn.go.com/nba/story/_/id/11493472/jason-whitlock-bruce-levenson-atlanta-hawks 

http://blackamericaweb.com/2014/09/09/don-lemon-says-bruce-levenson-of-the-atlanta-hawks-is-not-

a-racist/ 

http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/opinion/2014/09/10/rick-sanchez-hawks-owner-isnt-problem-are/ 

http://network.yardbarker.com/nba/article_external/bruce_levenson_dives_down_the_slippery_slope/1

7256854 



http://www.chicagoreader.com/Bleader/archives/2014/09/11/poor-bruce-levensonthe-new-york-times-

piles-on 


