
PUBLICATION:  Atlanta Business Chronicle    DATE: 9/24/14 

Magic Johnson: Hawks Danny Ferry deserves another chance 

By Carla Caldwell 

Earvin “Magic” Johnson says embattled Hawks GM Danny Ferry deserves another chance with the 

Atlanta Hawks or another team. Ferry is on indefinite administrative leave after making racially 

inflammatory remarks during a conference call with team executives. 

Johnson tweeted Tuesday at 6:41 p.m., “Just had a heart to heart meeting w/ Hawks GM Danny Ferry! 

He apologized for his comments about Luol Deng & the African American community.” (Click here to 

view Johnson’s twitter account). 

Johnson added, “In our meeting Danny Ferry's apology was very sincere.” The NBA star followed with a 

tweet two minutes later that said, “I have a lot of respect for Danny because he called and wanted to 

talk about how his comments offended so many people.” 

Said Johnson, “After our long meeting, I think he deserves a second chance whether it is with the Hawks 

or another team.” 

Johnson then turned his attention to Hawks CEO Steve Koonin and basketball great Dominique Wilkins. 

At 6:52 p.m. Johnson tweeted, “Advice to Hawks CEO Steve Koonin: You should hire Dominique Wilkins 

as a high level executive.” 

Johnson added in a tweet at 6:54, “Advice to Hawks CEO Steve Koonin: No one knows more about 

basketball and loved by the Atlanta community than Dominique Wilkins.” 

On Sept. 13, Koonin wrote an open letter of apology to fans, players and the City of Atlanta.  

The letter followed a week of turmoil within the Hawks organization. In addition to the news of Ferry's 

comments, which were made during a June conference call, the team's majority owner, Bruce Levenson, 

said he would sell his share of the team due to comments he made about black fans in an email. (Click 

here to read the email). 

 

 

 


