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US stars see patriotic side at West Point 

By Sal Interdonato 

NBA star Stephen Curry wowed the Christl Arena crowd with a dunk during warm-ups. 

Curry gave fans more thrills when he hit his trademark 3-pointer from the right wing with a split-second 

release. 

The Golden State Warriors guard was a willing participant in Team USA coach Mike Krzyzewski's 3-point 

contest against Army guard Kelsey Minato. But Curry said the most lasting memory of his West Point 

visit happened on the team's first stop in their tour of the military academy Monday morning. 

Curry listened closely to the family of Major Tom Kennedy speak at West Point Cemetery. 

Kennedy, a former West Point hockey player, was the team's officer representative before he was 

deployed to Afghanistan in the summer of 2012. After only a few weeks in, Kennedy was killed in a 

suicide attack on military leaders headed to a meeting in August 2012. Kennedy had served two tours of 

duty in Iraq. 

"To see his mom and dad and his wife (Kami) tell his story of his service and while he was here all the 

people that he affected and how many lives he changed when he was here, it was emotional for sure," 

Curry said as his eyes watered up. "It's tough to kind of look into their eyes and live his life through their 

words." 

The words of Kami Kennedy really hit home. The widow spoke of her young twins, Brody and Margaret. 

"Especially being a father now, I have a young daughter," Curry said. "His wife has twins that are 4 years 

old. I try to put myself in their shoes. Hearing the story about their dad was pretty special to hear about 

how remarkable a man he was." 

Kyle Korver, Curry's USA teammate, soaked in every moment of team's tour, which included a look at 

Army's combat water survival swim lab, eating lunch with the cadets and a trip to Trophy Point. 

Korver, a guard for the Atlanta Hawks, interacted with as many cadets as he could. He struck up 

conversations with a few before the Corps lined up in formation outside Washington Hall. 

"I haven't spent a lot of time with the military," said Korver, one of the NBA's top 3-point shooters. "To 

come here and be able to talk to everybody and understand why they are here. I asked them, 'Why did 

you want to come here? Why did you want to be part of this?' To hear their heart behind it all is really 

great and inspiring. It's good to be reminded why we play and why we fight and why we are doing this." 

Krzyzewski, a 1969 West Point graduate and former Army player and head coach, used the day as a 

teaching moment. 

The coach talked to Sacramento Kings center DeMarcus Cousins about the level of commitment it took 

him to complete West Point's indoor obstacle course test as a freshman. Team USA watched cadets Josh 

Bassette and Madaline Kenyon climb up and down cargo nets and run and dive through tires during the 

two-level test. 



"A day like today is one of our most important days," said Krzyzewski, whose team plays the Dominican 

Republic in an exhibition on Wednesday at Madison Square Garden. "These guys get a chance to get the 

feel of America. We've done that with all of our teams, whether it be Arlington Cemetery, the Statue of 

Liberty, Wounded Warriors, people coming in from the military to talk. To spend a day here is better 

than any offensive or defensive drill you can have. It bonds the team together — that's what today was 

about." 

It was one of those days that Curry will always remember. 

"From start to finish," Curry said. "They treated us with hospitality here and went above and beyond to 

make us feel welcome. I don't ever equate what we are doing to each person in the military, whatever 

department they are in, what they sacrifice. They literally put their lives on the line for us, but to have 

that kind of unity and both of us representing our country in a certain way was pretty evident all day and 

pretty special." 

 


