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Adreian Payne bringing his story of perseverance to youth basketball camp in Lansing next week 

By Kyle Austin 

When Adreian Payne returns to Lansing next week and stands in front of a gym full of young basketball 

hopefuls, he hopes his own basketball story resonates. 

Payne, who didn’t start playing basketball until eighth grade and developed into an NBA prospect during 

his four-year career in East Lansing, is hosting the first Adreian Payne Youth Basketball Camp in the town 

that was his home for the last four years. 

And if some of the campers feel like they aren’t natural-born basketball superstars, Payne will be there 

to give them hope. 

“I feel like it’s a good role model because not every kid is just blessed to be capable of playing 

basketball,” Payne, the former Michigan State standout forward, said. “Being good is, some players they 

were just naturally born with the talent. Myself, I feel like I wasn’t naturally born with it. I had to work 

on it to get good. 

From that start playing basketball in eighth grade, Payne became an All-Big Ten player, the school’s 

career leader in blocks and a first-round draft choice of the Atlanta Hawks in this year’s NBA draft. 

Since leaving Michigan State, Payne says he’s kept a busy travel schedule. His lone basketball games 

have been in the Las Vegas Summer League, where he averaged 12.5 points and seven rebounds per 

game in six games, averaging 28.7 minutes. 

“Summer league was good,” Payne said. “I feel like I played pretty good and I felt like we did good as a 

team.” 

Payne’s camp starts Monday, Aug. 25 and runs through Aug. 27, 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. each day at Aim High 

Sports, 7977 Centerline Drive in Dimondale. Payne plans to attend each day of the camp and provide 

instruction. 

The camp will end with a game including Payne, other members of the coaching staff and campers at 

1:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

Boys and girls age 5-14 can register at isgcamps.com or by calling (866) 875-9091. The cost is $185. 

 

 


