
PUBLICATION: Sun Journal                                                                        DATE: 7/27/14 

New Bern Great Honored at Memorial  

By Adam Thompson 

Walt Bellamy approached his future wife at a mixer while attending Indiana University. At 6-foot-11, he 

was hard to ignore. 

He married the former Helen Ragland 53 years ago. 

“The rest is history,” said Helen Bellamy, the widow of Walt Bellamy. “He carried himself in such a way. 

It was his personality and he was a comical person. We had a beautiful relationship.” 

Saturday, with family, friends and admirers on hand, a memorial was put on in Walt Bellamy’s honor at 

the Omega Center on Cedar Street, the location where Bellamy first picked up a basketball. 

Bellamy, a basketball legend from New Bern, died Nov. 2, 2013, at the age of 74 near Atlanta. He would 

have been 75 years old on Thursday. 

Bellamy played 14 seasons with the Chicago Packers, Baltimore Bullets, New York Knicks, Atlanta Hawks 

and New Orleans Jazz. 

The 1962 NBA Rookie of the Year averaged 31.6 points and 19 rebounds in his first season. He was a 

four-time NBA All-Star and finished with 20,941 points and 14,241 rebounds. 

He was an All-American in college at Indiana in 1960 and 1961, finishing his college career with 1,070 

points. He averaged 17.8 rebounds per game as a senior. 

“In the summer after my junior year of high school, I played with some guys from Indiana,” Bellamy once 

told the Bloomington (Ind.) Herald Times. “Indiana at the time was closest school to the South that 

would accept African-Americans. It was an easy transition for me to make.” 

Bellamy was a member of the gold-winner 1960 U.S. Olympic team in Rome. It was a team loaded with 

future hall of famers — Jerry West, Oscar Robertson and Jerry Lucas. 

Bellamy was drafted with the first overall pick in the 1961 NBA Draft and elected into the Naismith 

Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1993. 

Ed Bell organized Saturday’s memorial. He was Bellamy’s best friend growing up. 

They played sports with each other at West Street School and then J.T. Barber High School, where they 

won the 1956 football state championship. 

They remained close and were best men in each other’s wedding. 

“That’s the friendship we had. We grew up together playing junior varsity basketball and right on into 

varsity basketball,” said Bell who graduated high school with Bellamy in 1957. “He left an outstanding 

legacy. We’ve had some great athletes to come out of here. He’s one of the top.” 

Bellamy’s wife Helen and son Derrin Bellamy were in attendance, as was his maternal aunt Alberta 

Jones, with whom he lived on Jones Street in New Bern. 



Jones said she was a housekeeper in Wrightsville Beach the day Bellamy was born, on July 24, 1939. 

“We did not have a telephone, but his grandmother used somebody’s phone to call and tell me that we 

had an addition to our family. That addition to our family was Walt Bellamy,” she said. 

“To us, it is special and has been special ever since Walt Bellamy’s birthday. His birthday is in the month 

of July, one of the hottest months in July.” 

Bellamy started playing basketball on Cedar Street, at the spot that was once the Cedar Street 

Recreation Center. There was no roof or court. They played on gravel and dirt. 

Bellamy, like a lot of the kids in his neighborhood, grew up struggling to make ends meet. Money was 

tight and food was sparse. 

J.T. Barber coach Simon Coates taught Bellamy the fundamentals and helped him throughout high 

school and college. 

“It was his upbringing. He never forgot where he came from. Even though there were challenges, he 

never quit. 

“He was a wonderful person,” said Helen Bellamy. 

Off the court, Bellamy was active in the NAACP, the Urban League and the YMCA in the Atlanta area. On 

the court, he played against other greats like Bill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain, Oscar Robertson, Walt 

Frazier, and Bob Cousy. 

While he didn’t start out with much, Bellamy ended with a bunch. 

“We are trying to keep his legacy going,” Bell said. “For the kids around here, you can come from 

meager beginnings and reach the height of magnificent success, if you work hard at it.” 

A sculpture will be placed in Bellamy’s honor on the corner of Jones and Liberty Street. 

 


