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HAWKS SIGN FIRST-ROUND PICK ADREIAN PAYNE  

 

ATLANTA, GA ----- The Atlanta Hawks have signed rookie forward/center Adreian Payne, it was announced today by 

President of Basketball Operations/General Manager Danny Ferry. Per team policy, terms of the agreement were not 

announced. Payne was selected 15
th

 overall by Atlanta in the 2014 NBA Draft. 

 

Payne started all six games for the Hawks’ Las Vegas Summer League entry earlier this month, and averaged 12.5 points, 

7.0 rebounds, 1.2 assists and 1.0 steals in 29.0 minutes. 

 

A four-year letterman at Michigan State, Payne finished his career as the Spartans’ all-time leader in blocked shots (141) 

while becoming one-of-nine players in school history with 1,200 career points (1,232) and 700 career rebounds (735).  

He was a two-time Second Team All-Big Ten honoree, as a junior and senior, while garnering Second Team NABC and 

USBWA All-District accolades last season.  As a senior, Payne averaged 16.4 points, 7.3 rebounds, 1.3 assists and 0.9 

blocks in 28.1 minutes in 31 games (.503 FG%, .423 3FG%, .790 FT%).  In 138 career games, the 6-10 forward/center 

averaged 8.9 points, 5.3 rebounds and 1.0 blocks in 20.0 minutes (.526 FG%, .409 3FG%, .755 FT%).  Additionally, he 

played for USA Basketball in the summer of 2013 at the World University Games in Kazan, Russia.   

 

 

### 

 
The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1968, strive to be champions on the court and in the community and to 

create lifelong memories along the way. On the court, the Hawks have reached the playoffs in seven consecutive seasons, which is the longest 

streak in the Eastern Conference. Off the court, the Hawks have awarded millions in charitable and in-kind contributions since 2004, including 

grants to area non-profits, scholarships for high school students and renovation of basketball courts in underserved neighborhoods. Philips Arena is 

consistently ranked among the top 10 concert and event venues in the world. In April 2009, Philips Arena became the first NBA arena to achieve 

LEED certification for an existing building as specified by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC). Atlanta Hawks Membership which 

includes your seat for every home game for the 2014-15 regular season games are on sale now at www.hawks.com/membership or by calling 866-

715-1500! For more information on the Hawks, log on to www.hawks.com today or follow us on twitter @ATLHawks. 


