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Former McCaskey standout Patterson giving back with a basketball camp 

By Ed Gruver 

 

 

La

mar 

Pat

ters

on 

say

s 

his 

life 

has

n’t really changed all that much since being 

drafted into the NBA in late June. 

 

Well, except for one thing. 

 

“I have more opportunities to do this,” the 

McCaskey product said Wednesday, “this” being a 

three-day basketball camp for area youths at 

Spooky Nook Sports complex. 

 

“Being from Lancaster and getting drafted into the 

NBA is a dream,” he said. “Now I want to work 

with the next guy from Lancaster to be drafted into 

the NBA.” 

 

It’s all about giving back to the community, said Patterson, a former Lancaster-Lebanon League star who 

went on to become a standout at the University of Pittsburgh. Players from his era didn’t have indoor, 

climate-controlled camps when they were growing up. Summers back then meant blacktop basketball 

beneath the sizzling sun. 

 

“We didn’t have facilities like this,” he said of the expansive indoor courts at Spooky Nook. “I definitely 

want to take advantage of it.” 

 

He said the response to his first camp has been “pretty good.” 

 

“The thing about this place,” he added, “is that you can’t have too many kids.” 

 



 

 

 

 

Patterson said there are 75 kids at his current camp, which opened Wednesday and continues through 

Friday. Hours are 9 a.m. to noon. His goal, he added, is to get enrollment up to 300. He’s already looking 

ahead to next year and beyond. 

 

“This place isn’t going anywhere,” he said, “and neither am I.” 

 

He is, however, hoping to get somewhere with his NBA career. 

 

Selected by Milwaukee with the 48th pick in the draft, held June 26 at the Barclays Center in New York, 

the 6-foot-5 swingman was then traded to Atlanta. Various online projections had the second-team All-

ACC performer going undrafted, but Patterson was picked in the second round, one spot after Louisville 

star Russ Smith. 

 

Coming off a senior season in which he averaged 17.1 points, 4.9 rebounds and 4.3 assists and helped 

Pitt advance to the third round of the NCAA Tournament en route to a 26-10 record, Patterson joins an 

Atlanta organization that went 38-44 last season and lost to Indiana in the playoffs. Along with 

Patterson, the Hawks have added two other frontcourt types via the recent draft — Michigan State 

forward and first-round choice Adreian Payne and international center Walt Tavares, who went five 

picks prior to Patterson. 

 

Patterson said he’s continuing to fine-tune his skills prior to the start of training camp in late September. 

 

“I’m working on my game,” he said, “and praying (the Hawks) have a roster spot for me.” 

He said there is no one particular part of his game he’s working on, just the total package — shooting, 

ball-handling, agility, etc. 

 

“The list goes on,” he said, smiling. 

Improving his skills is one of his passions at the moment. 

 

“Working on my game and giving back to Lancaster,” he said. “This is home to me, it’s where I grew up.” 

Along with teaching basketball skills he’s also seeking to help instill in his camp members life lessons 

beyond the basketball court. 

 

“Hard work will get you a long way in life,” Patterson said. “Being active and fit, working well with others 

and being a good teammate, it all translates to the working world.” 

Translates, and, he hopes, resonates with his young protégés. 

 

 

 


